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Introduction

A short time ago, in a galaxy not too far away, students just like you took a college admissions
exam featuring “obscure” words like vitriolic, sardonic, and vituperative. An organization called
ETS tested these words on questions called sentence completions, and teachers and tutors around
the world finished each lesson by earnestly urging their students to “study your vocabulary.”
Then, something extraordinary occurred. The College Board decided to write the SAT® itself and
promptly announced that these so-called obscure words and sentence completions would be
banished from the test. Students cheered and stopped studying long lists of vocabulary words.

These celebrations, however, seem to have been premature. While the College Board did banish
all of the sentence completions and traditional vocabulary words, it replaced them with a new set
of words—one that was not necessarily less challenging. As we have discovered, many students
are uncertain about the meaning of words such as underpinning and phrases such as arrant

purposelessness. And that in turn led us to ask a question: exactly what role does vocabulary play
on the new SAT?

This question prompted us to launch an exhaustive (and exhausting) analysis of vocabulary on
both the new Reading Test and the new Writing and Language Test. We also took a close look at
the new Essay. Our analysis revealed that vocabulary continues to play a significant role on the
exam. However, that role is subtler than it was on the old SAT. Instead of being concentrated in

19 sentence completions and a handful of vocabulary-in-context questions, the new SAT
vocabulary takes a variety of forms.

Our findings convinced us that the new SAT requires a new approach to vocabulary. In the past,
SAT prep books featured long lists containing hundreds of alphabetized words. This book does

not do that. Instead, we have devoted a chapter to the following four specific types of vocabulary
questions:

Vocabulary In Context
Passage-Based Vocabulary
Commonly Confused Words
Transitional Words and Phrases

@

Each chapter provides carefully sequenced sets of guided and independent practice questions,
followed by detailed explanations.

We conclude this book with a special section on the new SAT Essay. Although this portion of the
test is optional, a majority of students are choosing to sit for it. In addition to providing a general
template for constructing a strong five-paragraph essay, we include specific examples of how to
use effective transitions and strong, descriptive vocabulary to achieve a high score. The chapter
concludes with two sample student essays that earned a top score of 24 on the actual exam.

We have written this book with two main goals. First, we strive to present an enjoyable and
stimulating course. And second, we strive to teach content and skills that will help all students
excel on the SAT.

Good luck on your exam!

Larry Krieger and Erica L. Meltzer
February 2017

Scanned with CamScanner



Reading

Scanned with CamScanner



Vocabulary-in-context questions appear on the SA'T® Reading, Test, They are designed to gauge
your ability to use contextual clues to determine the meaning of a word or phrase that has
multiple definitions, or that is being used in an unusual way within a passage.

You can essentially think of these questions as a matching game. The passage will contain key

words or phrases that correspond (o one of the answers among, the choices; your job is to connect
those key elements of the passage Lo the correct answer,

These questions make up a significant portion of the exam—approximately 15%, You can assume
that your test will include between seven and nine of them, for a total of about 50 points on the
B00-point scale, Because they appear so often, you must have a clear plan for working, through
them, WL po into specific strategies later, bul first leUs look at what these questions involve,

The good news is that vocabulary-in-context questions are always phrased the same way:

As used in line x, “common” most nearly means...
These questions are guided by one major principle: context determines meaning,

In some cases, that meaning will be reasonably close to a word’s literal or most frequently used
definition, In other cases, however, it may be entirely different. As a result, you should be careful
not to make too many assumplions based on what a word typically mcans,

Let's start by considering the meaning, of the word common in the following sentence:
She didn’t see herself as a hero but simply as a common citizen.

Since the sentence tells us that the woman didi’t see hersell as a hero, we are looking for a
definition of common that means the opposite of “hero.” Within the context of this sentence,
common means “ordinary,” its usual definition,

Now, consider the meaning of the word yield in this short passage:

The launch of a sustained program to develop green alternatives such as wind and solar
power will yield numerous benefits, 1t will end our dangerous dependence upon
importing, oil from nations that are often hostile to our national interests and will spur
cconomic growth by creating new industries and new jobs,

If you're accustomed to encountering the word yield in relation to driving, your first instinet
might be to associate it with letling, someone else go ahead of you. However, that meaning
doesn’t make sense in this context. Rather, the phrases mumerous benefits and spur economic growth

indicate that this word has a much more positive connotation here, 1t must mean something, like
" "
creale,
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So how do you know what to focus on? Let’s look at some examples.

Example #1

Auto dealers in Hawaii support the transition to
renewable energy, but they believe it will take a
massive advertising campaign by the state to
encourage people to buy vehicles powered by
alternative fuels. Hawaii’s residents ranked second in
the nation in 2015 with 2.94 electric vehicles for
every 1,000 residents, just behind California,
according to the U S, Department of Energy. In
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Given that information, we can logically conclude that air travel must play a very large role in the
state’s tourism industry; there aren’t any other ways to cover that type of distance easily. The
word critical must therefore mean something like “important.”

Now consider the answers:

A) insecure.
B) weak.

C) essential.
D) resistant.

The only word that matches is essential. Logically, air travel would indeed be essential to tourism
in Hawaii because the state is located so far from the mainland. C) is thus the answer.

Example #2

Though their work is invisible to the public, the 1 B
imprint of copy desks on newsroom culture is
enormous. Desk chiefs are still called slots, recalling
the days when they functioned as slots through which
raw stories were sent to be checked and finished
stories were dispatched to the composing room.

As used in line 5, “raw” most nearly means

Raw is a word that’s normally associated with food, so the use of this word in the context of
newsrooms might seem somewhat odd to you. However, it's precisely that context that matters
most.

Again, we're going to start by focusing on the sentence in which the word appears. What does
that sentence tell us about “raw” stories? That they were sent to be checked. So a “raw” story is a
story that has not been checked.

Now consider the answers:

A) unedited.
B) divulged.
C) evident.

D) immature.

Right away, A) should pop out at you. A story that still needs to be checked (that is, proofread or
verified) is an unedited story. In addition, this answer is clearly consistent with the idea of a
newsroom. A) is thus correct.

Note that if you do this type of work upfront, it does not matter whether you know what divulged

(revealed) means. The wording of the passage points directly to A), and so there is no need to be
concerned with the other options —regardless of whether you know their definitions.
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A) keen.

B) luminous.
C) sheer.

D) unobstructed.

Not blocked = unobstructed, s
not matter whether you know

Example #4

Recent studies suggest that ride-sharing services
could do a much better job providing useful
information to drivers. For example, one current app
provides heat maps to show drivers where they are
i most likely to get rides, but only when surge pricing is

nothing blocking the resear

in effect and demand is strong. But it doesn’t help
dm:ers figure out how to optimize their business
during the doldrums, when demand is poor.

by . R i 0 ..szﬂ‘ o
As used in line 8, “clear” mogt near]
y mean

rchers have a uclear” view because the fish are transparent. 1,
chers’ view.

o D) is correct. To reiterate: if you can make that connection, it does
the definitions of any of the other words.

As used in line 8, “poor” most nearly means

ﬁcﬁéﬁriﬁ is during t_he doldrums, which refers to a period of sluggishness or inactivity. It
atthe sentence is talking about a time when drivers do not have a lot of business.

But what do

oudoi ’ ;
figure out th you do if you don’t know what the “doldrums” are? Well, in that case you can still

¢ answer. It'll just take a little more work.

A) Outdated,

mournfy]
0 modest.
D) weak .

Since Weak i e
s the dj i
direct Opposite of Strong D) is th 1
\ Clearest fit,
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Example #5

These days, various entreprencurs are betting B
they can build radically new vehicles using a tiny e — .
fraction of the investment that was once required. As used in line 9, “betting on” most nearly means

These would-be carmakers are raising money through
online crowdfunding, taking money in small amounts
from people who in many cases have only modest
incomes. There’s a lot of faith involved, in other
words—on the part of the entreprencurs, who are
betting on their ability to beat the auto industry at its

own game, as well as the small investors putting up
a few dollars at a time.

The sentence in which the phrase appears contains the key piece of information, but you must

back up all the way to the beginning of the sentence to find it. Don’t make the common mistake
of starting after the dash.

thit do we ;learn from the beginning of the sentence? That there’s a lot of faith involved. So
basically, betting on means something like “having faith.” That's a very important piece of
information to keep in mind when you look at the answers.

A) pledging to.
B) gambling with.
C) raffling off.
D) confident in.

The answer most closely related to the idea of having faith is D). Someone who has faith is by
definition someone who has a lot of confidence.

If you hadn’t established that relationship upfront, there’s a decent chance you might have fallen
for B), gambling with, because that is the definition you are most naturally inclined to associate
with the idea of betting. In addition, the references to beat[ing] the auto industry at its own game and
investors putting up a few dollars at a time might seem to support the idea of gambling.

However, the question does not ask whether the passage suggests that entrepreneurs are
gambling with people’s money. It only asks what betting on means right where it is placed in the
sentence. When you plug both options into the sentence, only confident in makes sense. Logically,

entrepreneurs are not gambling with their ability. The whole point is that they feel confident in
their ability!

In addition, it’s usually safe to assume that if an answer involves the most common meaning of
a word, then that answer is probably wrong,. If the word were used literally, there wouldn’t be
much of a reason to test it in the first place.

13

Scanned with CamScanner



tegies i
Further Stra ome additional strategies that can help YOU narg,

s y
g g 'there aaeeithef by trick answers or by your Pre-existing knoy Aoy,
Beyond usll;g void getting distracte .
answers and @
i sage
cross out the word in the pas g )
If you consistently get oncil and quickly scratch that worc : 3t’ l'd e o -
el o il alow you focus on the meaning in context and override any existip
our line of vision will a g
associations.

in your own word and then find the answer that matches
2) Plug In . |
ctive strategy, one that can help you rapidly zero in on the ang

s . Wer a,
fooled by plausible-sounding but not-quite-right distractors, :

This is often a highly effe
prevent you from getting

r this strategy to be effective, you must work quickly. If you need mgpe

. . f . /
But a warning: in order oprobably end up wasting too much time and overthinking things,

than a few seconds, you'll

The other potential stumbling block is that even if you supply an accurate synonym, the correct
answer may be just different enough that you have trouble connecting your word to it. If you are
generally a strong reader, however, this should not pose a serious problem.

3) Play positive/negative, then plug in

If you can determine from context whether the word is positive or negative, you can sometimes
eliminate an answer or two. You can then plug the remaining answers back into the sentence and

see which one makes the most sense. In rare cases, you may even be able to eliminate three
options and jump directly to the answer.

This strategy is ideal for a
(Hawnii lies nearly 2,500 m
tourism industry), the wor

question like Example #1 on p- 10. As we determined from the context
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C) essential.(posilive)
D) resistant, (negative)
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Additional Points

While some people feel most comfortable using a single approach for all vocabulary-in-context
questi.ons, certain questions do lend themselves better to certain approaches. On some questions,
inserting your own word may be sufficient to get you to the answer, while on others a
combination of positive/negative and plugging in answer choices might be most effective.

Regardless of which strategy or strategies you choose to employ, remember that you should
never eliminate a word solely because you do not know what it means, or choose a word solely
because you do know what it means. Your knowledge of a word has exactly zero effect on
whether it is correct or incorrect. Zero.

At the same time, you must avoid becoming distracted by what you don’t know. Say that you're
working on a question and have eliminated two answers. You're absolutely certain about the
definition of one of the words, and it creates a logical meaning when you plug it in. The other
word has a meaning you're not really sure about.

What do you do? You pick the first word. If you know the meaning of a word, and it's clearly a
good fit, it’s the answer. The other option is simply there to distract you. It’s your job not to let

that happen.

So remember: always work from what you do know to what you don’t know. And if a word
you don’t know is the only answer left after you've conclusively eliminated all of your other
options, then you can choose that word with a high degree of confidence.

And to reiterate: context clues are most likely to be placed in the immediate vicinity of the
word —if not in the same sentence, then in the sentence before or after. Only if you cannot find

the necessary information in one of those places should you extend your range.

On the following page, we’ll look at how these strategies apply in practice.

15
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Guided Practice

Example #1

i ¢ at a crucial time,
er’s rebellion cam Lok 8
Tl?atr;r tl:\l;rcl) decades after the 1808 llaggrllm g
:nr;nr:-Atlantic slave trade in 1808.:3:;8 = f(,) -
politionists were using the acco!
a

5 slaves 10 illustrate its horrors.

The fact that abolitio
this word refers to w '
your own word, you might s
among the choices, however,

Debates, palies, and estimates aren’t the same as stories, but d_esc'riptions is pretty close. When you
plug it’back in’to the passage, it makes sense: logically, descriptions of slavery would illustrgte ifs

horrors. B) is thus correct.

Example #2

Once a common sight, the rusty patched
bumblebee (Bombus affinis) is now hovering
precariously on the brink of extinction. Over the past
two decades, its population has declined by almost 90

5 percent. The rusty patched bumblebee joins seven
species of Hawaiian bees that have already been
declared endangered. The threats those seven species
are facing resemble the ones that have depleted the
rusty patched bumblebee: loss of habitat, diseases and

10 parasites, pesticides, and climate change.

There’s nothing in the gy
the contrary, tl%e - ﬂ{):ssage to indicate that the bees are repelling (fighting off) the threats. On

t the bees are endangered implies that they are being weakened by the

liminated as well

threats, B) can therefore be e

D), directing, is
a

also some
bees are man ging or con g th
The only worg that

makes ge
Us correct, -

nists were using the accounts to illustrate the horrors of slavery suggests that

hat former slaves said or wrote about Fheir experienFes. If you pluggeq i,
ay something like stories. There is no word with that exact meanin

so you must select the option closest to it.

"t;’(})‘ﬁlfnpmitive and does not make sense at all: this word implies that the
e threats, but that's clearly not the case here.

. _ i
¢ 1 confronting, which is consistent with the idea of a threat- )

As used in line 4, “accounts” mq

t neal‘ly me&n
A) debates.
B) descriptions.

C) values.
D) estimates.

8

n s

As used in line 8, “facing” most nearly means

A) confronting.
B) repelling.
C) achieving.
D) directing.

16
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Example #3

As part of their study of giant sequoias, scientists
have measured exactly how much water these trees
require. During the summer, each tree pumps up
around 2,000 liters of water from the ground, a
number that could climb as high as 3,000 liters a day
for the largest specimens during the hottest weather.
Even so, by closing their leaf pores, or stomata, and
dropping some of their leaves, the sequoias are able to
weather droughts with surprising resiliency

As used in line 5, “climb” most nearly means

A) increase.
B) escalate.
C) clamber.
D) improve.

|2 f

As used in line 9, “weather” most nearly means

A) uphold.
B) surpass.
C) permit.
D) withstand.

Question #1:

The sentence is talking about the usual 2,000 liters of water required by giant sequoias during the
summer vs. the 3,000 liters required on the hottest days. 3,000 is obviously larger than 2,000, so
the correct word must mean something like “rise” or “increase.” If you plug in either word, you
should be able to jump to A) right away. The match is so exact that you do not even need to
consider the other options. Do not, for example, get distracted if you don’t know what clamber

(climb awkwardly) means. As long as you know that A) works, the definition of clamber is
irrelevant.

Question #2:

Although this question appears to be testing only the meaning of weather, it's actually testing two
words simultaneously. If you do not have at least an approximate sense of what resiliency in the
following sentence means, this question becomes very difficult to answer.

Let's start by summarizing that section of the passage. Basically, it's saying that even though
sequoias require a huge amount of water in very hot weather, they are unexpectedly able to
survive droughts. Given that, weather must mean something like “survive” or “get through.” If
you can draw a relationship between one of those definitions and withstand, then you can jump
right to D).

Otherwise, you can work by process of elimination, plugging in each option to see whether it
makes sense in context. A), uphold (support), does not make sense because droughts are not
something that water-dependent trees would want to support. Likewise, it does not make any
sense to say that sequoias are able to surpass (exceed, do b_etter. than) droughts. That is not the
same thing as surviving, so B) can be eliminated as well. L1kew1§e, C)-, permit, does not describe
something that a tree can do to a drought—there’s just.no relahonsh_1p. That leaves D). Even if
you’re not entirely sure about withstand, it is the only option that remains.

17
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Example #4

[ ic lot of rcasons.
a1 reefs can begin to dl.L for‘a‘ i
Low g:);gcn [evel in the water 13 ?nz :;:l[“;}?t
coral polyps arc ailing, they ten |0d el el
iotic single-celled plants called 70 O
slz'Thli(\)fzccomls their color and the r_lutrlcnls ! dy
toasu%vivc. The corals take on a Wh]lc’tb:ﬁzicr ¢
appearance, If they don't. manage to ge g W
zooxanthellae healthy within a few weeks,

usually will not survive.

ion in which context clues point straight to the answe
is i llar example of a question In w ( .
I:;z ligviever it is rlfecessary to read both the sentence in which the word appears AND the
r ’ .
following sentence in order get the full picture.

The initial sentence tells us that zooxanthellae, the p]arllts being expeued, give corals their
the following sentence indicates that corals lose their color (a white, bleached appeara
would that happen? Because the plants that give the corals color are no longer presen
words, the plants have been driven out. Only B) captures the correct idea;
explain why the color-giving plants would be absent.

Example #5

My godmother lived in a handsome house in the
clean and ancient town of Bretton. Her husband’s
family had been residents there for generations, and
bore, indeed, the name of their birth-place—Bretton
of Bretton: whether by coincidence, or because some
remote ancestor had been a personage of sufficient

importance to leave his name to his neighbourhood, |
know not.

inmates specially suited me,

The lar
rooms, the wel] ge peaceful

-armanged furniture, the cleqr wide

As used in line 3, “expel” mogy nearly»rﬁ;;};

ng §
A)
B)
O
D)

irritate.
drive out.
exhaust.
suspend.

I. In this

color, and
nce). Why
t. In other
the other options do not

n R

As used in line 15, “abide” most nearly means

A)
B)
©
D)

obey.
inhabit.
take place.
tolerate.

€ correct answer will not be negative. OM ’

18
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Next, plug in each word:

A): The large peaceful rooms... where Sundays and holidays seemed always to obey.

No, that’s silly. Sundays and holidays can’t “obey” anything.

B): The large peaceful rooms. .. where Sundays and holidays seemed always to inhabit.

Again, that doesn’t make sense. Sundays and holidays can’t “inhabit” anything. B) is out too.
C): The large peaceful rooms... where Sundays and holidays seemed always to take place.

That makes a reasonable amount of sense. Days and holidays can “take place.” Besides, none of
the other options fits at all. So by process of elimination, C) must be correct.

19
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pendent Practice: Set #1

Inde
g cioor |
- ability to judge the limits and capabilitic o | T
1. This ability t0J known as meta-memory,and a As used in line 3, ‘shcdding light o
one’s own memory 15 phenomenon means o Mogy

ding light on how this

. ' is shed
new study ientists now Know that

works in the brain. S¢

5 primates—and possibly other animals such as E‘a‘ts or A) adapting.
girds—-display some form of meta-memory a:{""y' B) disposing.
: ; e .
For example, a bird may choose to not waste tm ) R,

searching an area for food if it is more certain that .
food can be found in a different area. However, so far

10 no one has been able to pinpoint what part of the brain
is involved in this crucial process.

D) shimmering.

2. For the past two years, Stanford genetics bl =
professor Michael Snyder and his research team have As used in i e .
been compiling the results from roughly 60 s usedin line 5, “tracking” most nearly megn
volunteers—himself included —who have been . F

5 diligently tracking their bodies” behaviors through A) stalking.
wearable biosensors. All those devices—some B) chasing.
people wore half a dozen—collected more than C) following.

250,000 measurements a day on everything from
heart rate to blood oxygen levels to skin temperature
10 to physical activity to sleep patterns,

D) monitoring.

It seems obvious that a
' eems group of people with -W
diverse individual €xpertise would be bettrc,:r than a -

hgé?;l)gencou_s group at solving complex, nonroutine
prodlems. It is less obvious that social diversity

s e L liic 7 e .
T R e
iz A

As used in line 10, “deeply” most nearly mean

me way—vyet th .
:ih?l It does. This is not only bec);use ;eic]fnce. shows A) thoroughly.
ifferent backgrounds brin . P et B) distantly.
and perspectives, Simp| "€ a variety of information C
who are different fo?ls Y Interacting with individualg ) abysmally '
10 more decply $ group members to prepare D) obscurely.
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In those days, and later as a young man, I used
o try to picture in my imagination the feclings and
ambitions of a white boy with absolutely no limit
placed upon his aspirations and activities. I used to
envy the white boy who had no obstacles placed in
the way of his becoming a Congressman, Governor,
Bishop, or President by reason of the accident of his
pirth or race. I used to picture the way that I would act
under such circumstances; how I would begin at the
pottom and keep rising until I reached the hi ghest
round of success.

For millennia humans have gazed into the night
sky and dreamed of traveling to the stars. Now that
people have walked on the moon and lived in orbit on
the space station, it seems inevitable that we will
venture farther, to Mars, the rest of the solar system
and beyond. The dream is common to many cultures
and occupies the space agencies of nations around the
world.

My mother was sitting by the fire, but poorly in
health, and very low in spirits, looking at it through
her tears, and desponding heavily about herself and
the fatherless little stranger, who was already
welcomed by some grosses of prophetic pins, ina
drawer upstairs, to a world not at all excited on the
subject of his arrival; my mother, I say, was sitting by
the fire, that bright, windy March afternoon, very
timid and sad, and very doubtful of ever coming alive
out of the trial that was before her, when, lifting her
eyes as she dried them, to the window opposite, she
saw a strange lady coming up the garden.

Planetary scientists were surprised almost a
decade ago when they discovered that the most
plentiful types of meteorites they had collected and
studied on Earth were actually not common in space.
Now, a group of scientists has uncovered part of the
explanation. Mineralogical evidence in some
meteorites had already pointed to a cataclysmic
collision in the asteroid belt long before dinosaurs,
when multicellular animals were still fairly new.

21

'

As used in line 11, “round” most nearly means

A) aspect.

B) procession.
0
D)

rung.
enclosure.

As used in line 6, “common to” most nearly means

A) surrounded by.
B) acceptable to.
C) habitual in.

D)

shared by.

n e

As used in line 2, “low” most nearly means

A)
B) gloomy.

C) insignificant.
D)

stunted.

minor.

As used in line 7, “pointed to” most nearly means

A) suggested.
B) preferred.
C) gestured.
D) diverted.
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thirty years ag0 the little town

One January day, indy Nebraska tableland,

i d eddying about lhc' (Elustcr
Snown?ikc; zjislg;lnr;,lsnl%uiindled oﬁ the gray pran'tlzi)Out
Oflcli(;‘rva ;ay sky. The dwelling-houses wer;: tshcem
Eaphazard on the tough prairic soq; somtl:‘n (; e
looked as if they had been {noved in o;e silw’;s
others as if they were straying off by them ’

headed straight for the open plain.

It took hundreds of millions of years to produce

the life that now inhabits the earth eons of_ume. in
which that developing and evolving and dlver51f:y1qg
life reached a state of adjustment and balance w1-lh its
surroundings. The environment, rigorou§ly shaping
and directing the life it supported, contained falcments
that were hostile as well as supporting. Certain rocks
gave out dangerous radiation; even within.lhe

light of the sun, from which all life draws its energy,
there were short-wave radiations with power to Injure.

[Miss Bates] was a happy woman, and a woman
whom no one named without good-will. It was her
own universal good-will and contented temper which
worked such wonders. She loved every body, was
interested in every body’s happiness, quicksighted to
every body’s merits; thought herself a most fortunate
creature, and surrounded with blessings in such an
excellent mother, and so many good neighbours and
friends, and a home that wanted for nothing, The
simplicity and cheerfulness of her nature, her
contented and grateful spirit, were a recommendation
toevery body, and a mine of felicity to herself.

22

As used in line 6, “set about” most nearlyrr‘
A) enveloped.
B) accumulated.
C) arranged.
D) ruined.

-
- e .
9 Kk

As used in line 9, “draws” most nearly megn

A) obtains.
B) restricts.
C) captivates.
D) lures.

As used in line 9, “wanted for” most near|

A) demanded.
B) lacked.

C) passed by.
D) overlooked.
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Independent Practice: Set #2

Systemic pesticides can be absorbed through
roots and leaves and distributed throu ghout an entire
plant. including pf)llcn and nectar. These pesticides
can poison bees directly, but even low-leve] exposure
(o treated flowers can lead to damaging effects such
as a compromised immune stem, altered learning, and
impaiFCd foraging, all of which have the result of
making bees more vulnerable to infection.

[W e are assembled to protest against a form of
government existing without the consent of the
governed—10 declare our right to be free as man is
free, to be represented in the government which we
are taxed to support, to have such disgraceful laws as
give man the power to chastise and imprison his wife,
o take the wages which she earns, the property which
she inherits... We have met to uplift woman’s fallen
divinity upon an even pedestal with man’s. And,
strange as it may seem to many, we now demand our
right to vote according to the declaration of the
government under which we live.

In tense situations, everything can change
between beats of the heart. And, it’s more than just
the situation that changes —our own reaction to a
potentially dangerous encounter can hang on
something as simple as the contraction of our heart. In
a small study, researchers from the United Kingdom
looked at how participant’s perception of a threat
changed with the beating of their hearts. They found
that people were more likely to exhibit a reaction
based on fear when their hearts were pumping blood,
as compared to the resting phase between heartbeats.

28

As used in

line 5, “treated” most nearly means

A) indulged.
B) affected.
C) improved.
D) repaired.

As used in

line 9, “even” most nearly means

A) consistent.

B) equal.

C) parallel.
D) proportional.

As used in

A) lean.
B) bet.

line 4, “hang” most nearly means

C) depend.

D) focus.
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L
ciety in his O

Mr. Woodhouse Was forr:d of ;i(;cflricynds i

e A +h to have ¥

v He liked very muc E i

M.}ﬁiHn:- and from various united -cau(s)t; B ot

T::n residence at Hartfield, {ind his t%lcr S auill

t:- '%‘onunc. his house, and his dzliug : (,:lc i
b and the visits of his oWn little cirC l, ik

:L?g‘lrc as he liked. He had not nlluc:ilsnhz A

et at circle;

with any families beyond thfit it

hours. and large dinner-parties, mace DU i

any acquaintance but such as would vis

own terms.

By using a new technique to study ur.lhatchhcdt
dinosaur embryo fossils, scientists determined t ;1
those embryos took twice as long to hatch as bir :
eggs of a similar size. The embryo of a large duck- ;
billed dinosaur took at least six months to hatch, an
the eggs of larger dinosaurs may have tal_ten even
longer. The long incubation times complicate thinking
about dinosaur behavior. While some kinds of
dinosaurs may have tended their eggs and young, for
others the difficulty of remaining in one place for
close to a year to watch buried eggs would have
proven impossible.

In fact, the only thing that appeared three-
dimensional about Boori Ma was her voice: brittle with
SOrrows, as tart as curds, and shrill enough to grate meat
from a coconut. It was with this voice that she
enumerated, twice a day as she swept the stairwell, the
details of her plight and losses suffered since her
deportation to Calcutta after Partition. At that time, she
maintained, the turmoil had separated her from a
husband, four daughters, a two-story brick house, a
rosewood almari, and a number of coffer boxes whose

skeleton keys she still wore, along with their life savings
tied to the free end of her sari, :

i
i

24

e
4 e

As used in line 6, “command” mg; Nearly

A) control.
B) charge.
C) prohibit.
D) announce.

As used in line 9, “tended” most nearly meg ”f._:

A) abandoned.
B) considered.
C) drifted toward.
D) looked after.

As used in line 8, “maintained” most nearly

A) supplied.

B) persevered.
C) proclaimed. ¢
D) renewed. P
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In a famous series of experiments on obedience
Jucted by Stanford Professor Stanley Milgram in
con carly 1960s, subjects were kept innocent of the
e e ents true purpose. Milgram cleverly informed
; exP‘_’:ipants that he was testing the effects of
unishment 00 learning and memory. In reality, he was
{esting factors that promote obedgnce 1o a person who
is peroeived as a legitimate authority figure.

A Numerous companies have embraced the open
office—about 70% of US offices are open concept —

~ and by most accounts, very few have moved back into
 raditional spaces with offices and doors. But research
- hat we're 15% less productive, we have immense
‘ mubleoonmm‘i“g and we’re twice as likely to get
 ick in open working spaces, has contributed to a

pou wing backlash against open offices.

for addressing you, fellow-

e the discovery of any

As used in line 3, “innocent” most nearly means

A) ignorant.
B) aware.
C) careless.
D) convinced.

As used in line 1, “embraced” most nearly means

A) encircled.
B) seized.

C) adopted.
D) gripped.

As used in line 16, “elevated” most nearly means

A) raised.
B) lofty.
- C) formal.
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As used in line 3, “finely” mqg nearjy
3};

A) solidly.
B) rarely.

- C) omately.
D) charmingly.
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Answers: Vocabulary in Context Independent Practice
Set #1

1.C

The sentence following the one in which the word shedding appears refers to what scientists now
know about meta-memory. Logically, the new study must be providing new information about
, P works b the brain. The correct word must therefore be positive and mean
i someth.mg like f’-xplammg_ or “demonstrating.” Disposing is negative, so B) can be eliminated
immed'at‘ﬂy_‘ Nelther adapting nor shimmering means anything like "démonstratmg," so A) and
D) can be eliminated as well. That leaves revealing, which fits: a study that revealed how meta-
memory worked would lead to new knowledge about meta-memory.

e

2.D

Think abou? the context provided by the passage: the biosensors are responsible for collecting
and measuring huge _amounts of data about how people’s bodies behave over the course of a day.
In other wprds, the biosensors are monitoring the bodies’ behavior. A), Stalking, is far too negative,
and foltlowmg and chasing do not make sense at all, so B) and C) can also be eliminated. D) is thus
correct.

3.A

Focus on the sentence in which the word deeply appears, particularly the information after the
comma. (Remember to never just read half of a sentence!) What does it tell us? That interacting
with different types of group members causes people to assume that agreement will not happen
i automatically (reaching a consensus will take effort). Logically, then, people participating in such
groups must be more prepared than they would be otherwise. The correct word must therefore
be positive and consistent with the idea of being well-prepared. D), obscurely, is negative, and B),
distantly, does not make sense. Don’t worry if you don’t know the definition of C), abysmally
(awfully). Instead, focus on thoroughly. Someone who is thoroughly prepared is someone more
likely to anticipate alternative viewpoints and expect that reaching a consensus will take effort. A) is thus
correct.

4.C

The sentence in which the word appears sets up a contrast between the bottom and the highest
round of success, to which the narrator aims to rise. Picture someone climbing up a ladder or
staircase, trying to reach the top. In that context, round must mean something like “level.” Aspect
doesn’t really fit with that meaning, and neither does procession, so A) and B) can both be
eliminated. Be careful with D): an enclosure is a space that’s fenced in, like an animal’s pen. That's
not consistent with the idea of climbing up to the top of something. In contrast, a rung is a step on
a ladder—the highest rung is something that a person rising up would aim to reach. C) is thus

correct.

5.D

The phrase occupies the space agencies of nations around the world indicates that the “dream” of
exploring the solar system is something that countries around the world have in common. In
other words, it is shared by them. None of the other answers creates a logical meaning when

plugged into the sentence, so D) is correct.
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ct answer must be congiggars
. B otecorta .
4 auhich he's pretty S _A), Stunted (underdeve]
The sentence In ferences, it's clear that s = sad ) correct )' ignificant, does e
Based on thosefre ative feelings- Gloomy — =" and C), 151 ; not ma
with the idea of nég; Iy be use :

A t really . P

and D), minor, canno

i ill be
sense: negative emotions can st1

6.B ars also refers

7.A . and the sentence that conta.ins point::g' to' serves
nce refers to an explanation, @ st mean something like “indicated” o

The previous sente : ntext, ' . o Vo e
expal;d on that explanation. In th::)C:Ot nake any sense in context; in addition, “gestured” is tha

" tured , is incorrect. B) and C) can thyg
;iverﬁi@g;ﬁ; fﬂ?’ﬁj‘igs‘j’ which suggests thi-ittht:rl'st?;s [‘:;esg:;e is talking about collisions thl:i :
i ense either: : : hat -
i ZI:UBT:EZ, igzidn?;g};k;:t a collision was avoided. Suggested is the only option _
did occur, and diverte

i is correct.
consistent with the idea of an explanation, SO A)is

8.C

‘ ight, and others as if they were strayin
A as if they had been moved in overnight, and o : i
The phrase slome gf thi':t bi‘:’ﬁem: ﬂ{ehﬁguses were arranged on the prairie, so C) is the cIearesF fit.
f}{ by t'hﬂ:f)e&?;: f:cthe passage to suggest that the houses were enveloped (enclosed) or ruined,
Ac:;fm[;slated simgply does not make sense. All of the other answers can thus be eliminated. '

9.A

Unfortunately, this passage does not provide any specific words or phrases that correqund to
the answer; rather, you must determine the correct word based on th.e general 'context. Log1ca]1 3
the relationship between light and life must be a positive one: you might plug in a word like gets.
Restricts is negative, so B) can be eliminated. Lures has a negative connotation as well: usually, it's
used to refer to drawing someone into a trap. D) can thus be eliminated. Captivates (enchants)
doesn’t make sense either, so C) can also be eliminated. That leaves A). Obtains fits as a synon m
for gets and correctly conveys the positive relationship between light and life.

10.B

The passage focuses on how fortunate Miss Bates is, and on the many things that she has (a
fortunate creature, and surrounded with blessings). G

¢ creati iven the implication that the woman F
(talx:ie:\l-kythflngt,hllts Is reasonable to assume that her home “wants for,” i.e. lacks, nothing. Othe
it thi : i ’ -
thing: i way: a home cannot demand, pass by, or overlook anything; only people can do the

Shortcut: know that “lack” is a common second meaning of want (for)
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1B

- The passage focu_ses on pesticides that are harmful to bees (damaging effects such as compromised
~ immune system...impaired foraging, etc.), so treated cannot have a positive meaning, Indulged (gave
~ into), improved, and repaired are all clearly positive, eliminating A), C), and D). Affected can have a
negative connotation, and this word also fits the passage: flowers treated with pesticides are by
definition affected by them. B) is thus correct.

2.B

The key phrase in this passage comes in the previous sentence (which is admittedly very long):
the author declares the goal of being as free as man is free. In other words, the goal is to be equal.
Given that context, B) is the only answer that makes sense.

3.C

The passage indicates that fear reactions are more likely to occur when hearts are pumping than
when they are resting. In other words, people’s reactions to potentially dangerous encounters

pend on what their hearts are doing at the time of the encounter. C) is thus correct. The other
answers do not make sense in context.

4.A

The last sentence contains the key information, but it is presented in a potentially confusing way.
The p unfit for any acquaintance but such as would visit him on his own terms means that the
-es Mr. Woodhouse had were those who would visit him on his own terms. This
ates that Mr. V use wanted to be able to direct, or control, his visits with
and D), announce, do not fit at all, and C), prohibit, is too

Mr. W wanted control over his socializing; he

T8 51T 3 RS S ;
;ié: Bk A 1R RN M SRR f_nﬂ il g (?-‘-
e e et 2an Hiagw A Ies. salsiges
g e AR G, o DOTRA

S o
T ’
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Glossary of Common Second Meanings

Account (for) - explain

Advantage - favorable trait (e.g, height is a natural advantage for volleyball)

Affect (v.) - to adopt (a behavior); affected (adj.) - behaving in an artificial/ pretentious way
Afford - grant (e.g. an opportunity)

Air - demeanor (e.g. to carry yourself with an air of authority)
Arrangement - situation

Arrest - put a stop to (not just put handcuffs on a criminal)
Assume - take on responsibility for, acquire (e.g. to assume a new position)

Attending - accompanying (e.g. the benefits attending the new job)
Basic - essential, fundamental

Becoming (adj.) - fitting, flattering

Boost - improve, promote

Broad - worldly (e.g. a broad view of society)

Bulk - majority (e.g. to complete the bulk of an assignment)
~ Calculated - plotted out

 Capacity - abilty

~ Chance (v.) - attempt i _ \
' Check - control (e.g. The vaccine checked the spread of the disease).
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Draw (v.) - attract

Economy - thrift (e.g. a writer who has an economical style is one who uses few words)
Embroider - falsify, make up stories about

Establish - demonstrate, confirm

Exchange (n.) - conversation

Execute - carry out

Exploit - make use of, take advantage of (does not carry a negative connotation)
Facility - talent for

Fair - equitable (e.g. the jury reached a fair decision)

Favor - promote (e.g. the laws of economics favor companies with the best products)
Fierce - intense

Fine - (1) keen, perceptive; (2) well-developed

Foil - to put a stop to (e.g. to foil a robbery)

Foundation - basis, underpinning

General - common (e.g. a general pattern of behavior)

Grand - imposing

Grave/Gravity - serious(ness)

Great - large

Handle - survive in (e.g. able to handle adverse conditions)

Harbor - To possess, hold (e.g. to harbor a belief in UFOs)

Hold - claim

Hold out - resist

Host - contain

Impression - appearance (e.g. an impression of great success)

Independent - separate (e.g. an independent variable)

Issue - outcome (e.g. superior organization led to a happy issue)

Magnitude - strength (e.g. the magnitude of a correlation between two variables) o ',
Maintained - retained (e.g. the painting maintained its vibrant colors) e
Manners - behaviors (e.g. when good manners promote good conduct)
Matter - issue (e.g. the decision came down to a matter of cost)
Modest - small, limited (e.g. a modest amount = a small amount)
Natural - inherent (e.g. the exile lacked a natural connection with his adopted cou
Nature - personality (e.g. a good-natured fellow) -
Observe - follow (e.g. a law)
Open - accessible

Passion - enthusiasm (e.g. to have a great passion for one’s hometowﬁ) e
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iar (to) - unique, distinctive

Hic/ plasticity - able to be changed

r - weak (e.g. a performance)

ibed - given, ordered (e.g. a prescribed set of rules)
voke - elicit (e.g. a reaction)

v.) - state, say

ualify - provide more information or detail about

(v.) = (1) rear (e.g. an animal); (2) elevate/ uplift

- Scope, series (e.g. a range of options)

w - unfiltered, original (e.g. raw materials were not available when the project began)
ize - achieve (a goal)

weapons feprmented a sig!riﬁc_gnt threat)

o N T 5 SR e N
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Passage-Based Vocabulary

thslli;afl?r;;ftg\& SAT worries you the most: the Reading Test, the Writing and Language Test, or
s :l ? Many students answer without hesitation, “The Reading Test!” The reasons for
¢ n are not hard to find. The SAT Reading Test gives you 65 minutes to read five

passages and answer 52 questions. Both the passages and the questions contain a challenging
array of vocabulary words.

This chapter provides you with definitions and examples of 50 words that have played a key role
on the new SAT. You will not be asked to define these words directly. Instead, you will be asked
to apply them in a variety of Reading Test questions. This chapter is designed to teach you a
carefully sequenced set of skills that will help you improve your Reading Test score.

SAT passages can be grouped into three categories. The first passage is always drawn from a
work of American or world literature, either classic (typically nineteenth century) or
contemporary. In addition, there are always three science passages that focus on topics drawn
from the social, physical, and natural sciences. These passages are primarily excerpted from
recent articles that have appeared in “serious” mainstream magazines such as Time, Scientific
American, or Smithsonian. And finally, there will always be a history passage, or passages —what
the College Board refers to as “The Great Global Conversation.” This reading often takes the form
of a dual passage in which two authors express different viewpoints about topics such as the role
of women in a democracy or the response of citizens to unjust laws.

Vocabulary plays an important role in a number of the 52 questions that accompany the five
Reading Test passages, not just in terms of the vocabulary-in-context questions covered in the
previous chapter. This chapter will focus on questions in which your knowledge of key groups of
vocabulary words will increase your ability to select correct answers.

Our careful analysis of the Reading Test passages and questions reveals that each of the three
types of passages generates a distinctive set of vocabulary words. In the following pages, we
define and illustrate the key words from each of these three sets, listed in approximate order of
importance. We conclude with practice questions designed to enhance your ability to correctly

answer Reading Test questions utilizing key vocabulary words.

———
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of these key pful tips that will enable you to save time by

ow, we define 25 Jso provide hel

In the section bel s
writers use and test them. We W

er.
going directly to the correct answ

insi Janation
1. Hypothesis - a proposed insight of explan

tested or verified. Science passages typica[ly
d nsght thathas WL B halenged, engened o S
begin with a hypothesis that 18 "I G o) ecologists gl lling nga
confirmed. In one passage, for exl?i alztre;c’t more desired squash b(?es .Whl e repelling unwantegq
scent of Texas gourd flower; w?l:leir dutoiize, squash bees were IndlfferenF to the fr?grance_
striped ;ui;;mber :e%lﬁz m:)expeCte d finding forced the chemical ecologists to revise thej
enhance 0S50mS.

hypothesis.

A hypothesis is a propo

2. Empirical - derived from experiment and observation

Empirical evidence is data derived from experiments an-d observations rather th'an from abs-tl-act
theories. The chemical ecologists described in the previous example tested_tl.lelr hypothesis by
conducting a carefully controlled experiment in which they cqllected empl'u.cal (_iata from 168
Texas gourd vines. Scientists are reluctant to accept a hypothesis when empn:lcal information ig
not available. For instance, a passage on the Higgs Boson explains that the scientific communi
initially rejected Higgs's ideas because they rested on speculation and not on empirical evidence,

3. Central claim - primary assertion

College Board test-writers frequently use the phrase central claim. This phrase appears often in

questions, which may ask you to identify a central claim supported by data in a table. Don't et
this phrase confuse you. Central means “main” or “prima

' . ry,” and a claim is an argument. So a
central claim = the main argument or hypothesis discussed in a passage. 5

4. Counterclaim - counterargument

Q ct(l::nterclaim is A counterargument made to rebut (argue agains

; is,l;a:ifésstcvlf}r:gi g:;afhes oﬂx.en include a counterclaim posed by a dissenting scientist—
about the origins of tectonic PlatI::l:H(lntll;eory dlSCqSSEd in the Passage. For example, in a passage 4
R L )y geochemist contende

ere too old and deformeq {0 provide reliabje i d that the rocks studied by other

t) a claim discussed previously

5. Hypothetical - theoretical, bageq On speculation

Hypothetical describes an

; an idea or sjpyaf;

time trave] is 5 hypothet; ation that only ay; :
3 . 1 : Y exists ag . P

science fiction movies, Alﬂ\c:u lill‘lf}? Omenon: it coylq exist buat t:}e;)‘l’etlcai concept. For examp

to explore new hypotheses af gut €Y are not req] 1, ; '8t now it is only possible

? othetij : .
Puzzling natyrq) P)lr\le)nonel:;:l situations can challenge scientists
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6. Irreconcilable - unresolvable

What do celebrity magazines and SAT science passages have in common? Both frequently use the
word irreconcilable to describe differences that cannot be resolved. Celebrity magazines often
feature sensational accounts describing how irreconcilable differences are responsible for movie
stars’ breakups. SAT science passages provide scholarly accounts of seemingly irreconcilable
hypotheses. For example, the passage about the Higgs Boson explained why the Higgs Field
enabled physicists to reconcile two seemingly irreconcilable phenomena— that is, it explained
why two seemingly contradictory phenomena could actually exist at the same time.

7. Context - the setting or background information

Context refers to the setting or frame of reference necessary to understand a topic. Knowing the
context enables you to place an issue in a broader perspective. Our examination of the released
tests reveals a surprising and helpful pattern: there is a 50 % chance that your Reading Test will

include an answer choice featuring the word context. So far, there is a 90% chance that this choice
will be the correct answer!

8. Consensus - general agreement

A consensus is a general agreement about an idea or theory. Science passages often begin with a
hypothesis that enjoys a widespread consensus. For example, in one passage we learn that
neuroscientists long believed that the adult human brain was incapable of spawning new

neurons. However, a groundbreaking study of London taxi drivers revealed that this consensus
view was inaccurate.

9. Fundamental - basic and essential

Fundamental is a frequently used descriptive word meaning “basic” or “essential.” For example,
the phrase “the brain’s fundamental anatomical structure” describes the brain’s basic structure.

i 10. Yield - to produce or generate

When you are driving, the word yield means “to give up the right of way.” But when you are
reading an SAT science passage, yield means “to produce, provide, or generate.” For example,
most science passages include a table that yields evidence that may support, modify, or even
weaken a hypothesis.

11. Emphasize and Elaborate - to stress and fully develop

The phrase emphasize and elaborate is often used to summarize research findings. Emphasize
means “to accentuate or single out,” and elaborate means “to develop additional details.” A
scientist who emphasizes and elaborates on a hypothesis will often clarify what was initially a
) puzzling finding.

12. Underscore - to emphasize

] Has one of your teachers ever written a key term on the whiteboard and then emphatically
drawn a line under it? If so, you have witnessed a dramatic and hopefully effective illustration of
why underscore means “emphasize.” It is important to note that SAT science passages rarely
include an underscored word or phrase. However, they sometimes include an italicized word or
phrase that is intended to underscore a key fact, idea, or claim.
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13. Undermine - to weaken of damage ns, “to dig under a mine and thETefore
. J lly means, A 3

ine. It litera ; ment is attempting o weake§
Look closely at the word undermin ¢ a hypothesis or argume i 0 il
weaken it.” A scientist who undermine i el to-un dermine a c :

1 etimes
For example, experlmental data can som

14. Detrimental - very harmful o o 3 {
word describing a situation or action jp

| 3 ta is a ||egative g ! =

organic farming ar .
mple, in one passage proponents of org g argue tha
causing damage or harm. For example,

i tal to the environment
: etables that are detrimen ] . ent.
conventional agriculture produces fruits and Vedged that students learn long lists of prefixes, O

(Note: In the past, SAT prep books reco;r;:::; e e e the only prefix you need to know j
analysis reveals that this is no longer nec . ' .

15. Optimistic - confident of a positive outcome; Pessimistic - confident of a negative outcome
rd that always describes a hopeful, cc.mfident, and even
cheerful outlook. For example, a passage on the solar panel mduse’c(l:'ifs }:fgll:?iihtesi lg;e “ orll;
leading researchers who are optimistic about the long-term prosp: : g ﬁmPaf‘e
lower energy costs. It is important to note that not all solar-panel experts are optimistic,
passage also noted that some experts are pessimistic, or discouraged, because weak mar
conditions are eroding profits and slowing innovation.

Optimistic is a straightforward wo

16. Incongruous - incompatible, obviously inconsistent with a particular situation

What do a New York Yankees baseball hat, a Boston Red Sox jacket, and the planet Jupiter
in common? They all illustrate the word incongruous. Let us explain: Larry often wears hi
favorite Yankees baseball hat AND his favorite Boston Red Sox jacket. This incongruou
combination confuses people who point out that the two teams are bitter rivals. How can
simultaneously be a fan of the Yankees and the Red Sox? Although the combination is in
incongruous, the hat and the jacket are comfortable, and that is all that matters to him. Pla
astronomers are not concerned with incongruous sportswear, but they are concerned wi

about the amount of water on nearby Jupiter. The incongruity is explained by the fact that Jup
is so cold that all the water sinks into the planet, far out of sight. 3

17. Enumerate - to list

Enumerate literally means to “numerate” or number things in a I

Declarat:_on of Independence, Thomas Jefferson enumerates ags lon lishft;:)ch:::ﬂgx?anle’
(complaints) against King George III. While SAT sci : .
they often do enumerate the advantages of
the passage about solar panels enumerated

18. Tentative - undecided, not certain

Tentative means “undecided.” Sci

ience passage :
PerhaP? aﬂ‘,l at ﬁrst'glance to indicate that a tl%e:r;ﬂiint: 5:3 n‘mderatmg wordsand B
duckbill dinosaur indicates that ntative. For example, a passagsy

. ; Paleontologists initi
the function of this prehistoric creatuyre’s diﬁshnts initially expressed a tentative unders

ctive but Puzzling head ornamentation.
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19. Analogy - a comparison between two dissimilar ideas or objects
Science writers are frequently faced with th

; e probl i y , epts. Th
I . sotve thisiproblen gt problem of descrlbmg very abstract concepts ey

3 & analogies to compare unfamiliar ideas or objects to familiar
ones. For example, one writer faced the difficult task of describing how the Higgs field exerts a

d.rag force lon p.articlie.zs when they accelerate through the field. The author used a clever but
simple analogy in which he asked readers to “think of a ping pong ball submerged in water.” He

then pointed out that if you push on the pin it “wi i i
. 0 < than it
BN o o waier PIng pong ball, it “will feel much more massive

20. Analogous - characterized by a parallel similarity

Anfxlogous @ th? noun form of analogy. It is used to describe two similar situations between
which a compar.lson (.:an be drawn. For example, one challenging question asked test-takers to
use a gr:*.lph to 1d€:nt1fy a historic example in the mid-1980s that was “most analogous to” a
hypothetical mfuahon in another time period. Simply stated, this question asked students to
identify a condition or scenario that was most similar to an event in the mid-1980s.

21. Approximation - an estimate

Althouc_gh S(Eientisls stfive to be as exact as possible, they nonetheless must often begin with an
approximation, or estimate. For example, in a comparative study of dogs and wolves, scientists
initially speculated that wolves raised by humans would demonstrate social-cognitive skills
approximating those of dogs raised by humans.

22. Innate - inborn

The scientists who studied the social-cognitive differences between dogs and wolves (see above)
ultimately concluded that innate or inborn differences account for many of the different
behaviors between the two species.

23. Underlying Assumption - a basic belief that is not directly stated

Underlying literally refers to something lying beneath something else; however, the word
underlying can have a subtler meaning. In SAT science passages, an underlying assumption
refers to a basic belief that is present but not directly stated in the passage. For example, the
underlying assumption in a study of dogs and wolves was that innate genetic differences would
account for the difference in their behaviors.

24. Haphazard - random

If you look at the nighttime sky, the stars and galaxies appear to be spread across the heavens in a
haphazard, or random, manner. However, some astronomers have recently begun to question
this long-held assumption. In a recent science passage, Margaret Geller contends that advanced
maps of the universe reveal a remarkable pattern resembling a giant stickman.

25. Adept - very skillful

What do the fictional superhero Captain America and the scientists in a typical SAT Reading Test
passage have in common? Both are very adept, or skillful, at accomplishing their goals. Captain
America is adept at defeating villains who want to overwhelm the Avengers and conquer Earth.
The scientists featured in SAT science passages are very adept at formulating and testing

hypotheses.
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Historical Documents

ignificant historica| doc
SA’ X sts always include passages drawn from signi . i | documen, o
:I?QI;F é?gl;gfgsnfersatign”). e oo fef::}ff by i A hUml:l
rights, and they consist of excerpts from well-known ar lcde'nto dul:a] aséa )(/“; h./\me”Can at
international authors. These excerpts are often combmeassl'a L aisopcoﬁ tag[ € 'aw ich foQUently
present conflicting points of view on a topic. These fiansigvers on recent tests s dlsﬁncﬁ%
vocabulary. All 15 of the following words have generate ki

. - i ition
26. Subordinate - lower in rank, occupying an inferior pos

Look closely at the word subordinate. SUB- means “lower” or und.oiir, alnd ORDINATE refers g,
an order of things. So subordinate describes a lower or inferior posi hO“- N an essay Publisheq i
1837, Catherine Beecher argued, “Heaven has appointed to one sex the supengr, and to the Other
the subordinate station.” It is important to note that although Beecher beheved‘ that Womep
occupy a “subordinate relation” to men, she also argued th:.at. women could play a Significang ,, ol
in society by exerting influence within their homes and families.

27. Station - position or rank

What do you think of when you hear the word staﬁqn? Most people would.probably respond by
saying “a gas station” or “a train station.” While station can FEfe.r to a stopping place for cars ang
trains, it can also refer to a position or rank someone occupies in soc'lety. In the example above,
Catherine Beecher argues that women are assigned a subordinate station, or lower rank,

28. Peculiar - distinctive

The word peculiar normally refers to unusual or strange behavior. It can ey
odor. During the nineteenth century, authors like Catherine Beecher use
“distinctive.” That is why she wrote that the power of women “should be alt
peculiar” from that of men.” It is also interesting to note that Southern defenders of slay
referred to the practice as “our peculiar institution.” In their view

mean odd or strange. Instead, it referred to something disti
Southern way of life.

en describe an odd
d peculiar to mean

29. Sarcastic - using irony to mock or convey contempt

Richard Price was a British political philosopher who criticized Kin
force to subdue the thirteen North American colonies.

Board, Price scornfully points out that the King and Parli
the colonists will be “much happier under our governme
own.” He then sarcastically asks, “How kind is it thus to
them what is most for their happiness?” The word kind co

& George III's decision to
In an essay excerpted by the College
ament have convinced themselves

nt than under any government of th
take upon us the trouble of judging for
nveys Price’s sarcastic or mocking tone.

30. Degrade - to deteriorate, to lower in dignity

zocqu:v(iille I—ciﬂcmtended that by “attempting to make One sex equal to the other, both ar
egraded.” He goes on to insist that this wil] roduce “ i " Yot
knowledge of degraded should 3 B cHonder i o

; : enable you to conclude that de T ille believed th
extending political and socia] rights to women would harm both sex:s. v g
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31. Entrenched - deeply established

S to stand uncontested. De Tocqueville’s

: 5 i at alSO n ey .
Pt Iy oL L A COntemporary of de T CI.Ude 4 passage by the British philosopher
ly entrenched, or lo - Ocqueville, Mil| : P
deeply , Ng established, fo . & Mill contended that inequality had been
by a strong defensive trench.” When M; &€nerations,

Entrenched literally means “to surround

Africans faced deeply entrencheq syst early 1850s, both women and enslaved

ems of inequality.

32. Tenacious - persistent and determined

of women’s equality.

33. Dominion - supremacy

tl}:re:‘acy é}nd"dominance.” Harriet Mill argued for “a just
. e ominion ‘of the strongest. She believed that gender
going social shift toward greater equality. This inevitable

movement would enable both men and women to achieve their full potential

34. Revere - to show deep respect

Cesar Chavez is now revered as an iconic American Ia
deep respect for Chavez can be seen in the many schools
College Board recognized America’s great res
role in leading the historic Delano strike.

bor leader and civil rights activist. The
, Streets, and parks named after him. The
pect for Chavez by devoting a dual passage to his

35. Disparity - inequality

Look closely at the word disparity. The Latin root PAR- means “equal.” That's why when golfers
are par for a course, they are literally equal to the course. So parity means “equal to.” In contrast,

disparity signals an inequality. Led by Cesar Chavez, farm workers in California protested the
disparity between the working conditions of nonunion farm workers and unionized industrial
workers.

36. Antagonism - strong opposition

Chavez recognized that the farm workers faced a long and uphill struggle. A deep antagonism,
or strong opposition, divided the farm workers and the growers. Influenced by Martin Luther
King, Chavez believed that non-violent protests would garner national support and eventually
erode the antagonism between the farm workers and the growers.

37. Repudiate - to reject

Should you always obey the law? The College Board explored this issu&_e in a dual passage
containing excerpts from writings by Abraham Lincoln .and Hem.'y David f['h’oreau. Lincoln
contended that allowing people to break laws would repudiate, or re]egt, America’s core valu.e of
respect for the law. However, Lincoln did not say that there a5 no unjust laws.' He eTphasued
that “bad laws” should be followed until they are changed by “proper legal provisions.
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38. Advocate - to publicly recommend, to urge

Lincoln’s policy of restraint (se€ Word #3.7)
advocated, or urged, that his fellow America

injustice.”

did not convince Henry David Thoreau. Thoye
ns break any law forcing them to be “the a?entaouf

39, Discredited - damaged and disgraced
ist leader Frederick Douglass applied Thoreays
ch excerpted by the College Board, DOUglas:

n a famous spee A g
r disgracedr institution becauseé it violated Americy’g

The renowned African American abolition

critique of unjust laws to slavery. I‘
argued that slavery was a discredlte.d, 0
principles of liberty, justice, and equality-

40. Populist - a person who identifies with ordinary people |
American history contains a number of noteworthy examples of populists who identified wigh |
the concerns of ordinary people. In A the Coll}?ge Bl(:ar,d featured an 1828
Independence Day address delivered by Francis Wright. The speec "emp aSlzgd that Wright was
a populist who eloquently ex “Jove of the public good” and her preference for the

interests of the many to those 0 i
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American and World Literatyre

[n the past, literature Passages often teg
and metaphorical language. Thy: new SAT has

yocabulary. Instead, questions focus on Vocabula s
and descriptive words and phrages. 1t
words and phrases have been use( onr

ted rhetorica] device

S such as paradox, personification,
A sted your know[edge of this type of
e e Ty In context (590_ Chapter 1), comprehension,

O will define ang illustrate how 10 vocabulary
ecent examg.

41. Earnest - marked by deep sincerity and Serious intent

How can you determine whether Someo
Jason Derulo readily acknowledges that
earnestly begs her to “give me another c

ne has an ear

he should j
han

nest attitude? In his song “Watcha Say,”
ave treated his girlfriend better. He then

’ ce to be your man.” SAT Reading Test passages are
subtler than Jason's heartfelt plea. For €xample, in an excerpt from the novel %ortmitpin Se%ia, we

meet a young girl who is bright but aimless. She then recej i
5 T TR G e €ceives a beautiful Kodak camera. The

e The word reverence (see Word #34) means
“great respect.” This signals the young girl's earnest interest in le
camera.

42. Indifferent - characterized by a lack of interest or concern

Indifferent characters are easily recognized by their lack of interest in a topic. For example, in the

short story “Nawabdin Election,” the laborer Nawabdin comes to his boss, KK. Harouni, to
explain that he is no longer able to ride hjs bi

narrator states that Harouni “didn’t particularly care one way or the other, except that it touched
on his [own] comfort.” In other words, Harouni

43. Diligent - careful and conscientious

and conscientious. It is a trait that employers value.
But how can an employee demonstrate that he

or she is diligent? To return to the example of
“Nawabdin Election,” the hardworking Nawabdin devises a clever way to prove to his boss that
he is indeed a diligent worker. Rather than re

citing a list of his accomplishments, Nawabdin
bows his head, revealing a collection of gray

hairs. The demonstration works, and the boss
awards Newabdin a highly prized new motorcycle.

44. Dismissive - showing disregard and a lack of interest

Body language can provide a revealing insight into someone’s true feelings. For example, in
Brewster: A Novel, a track coach admonishes a novice runner named Mosher to pace himself and
avoid “doing anything stupid.” But eager to prove himself to his teammates, Mosher just shrugs

his shoulders. The description of Mosher’s body language underscores his dismissive attitude
towards his coach’s advice.

45. Arrant - complete and total

Arrant is an adjective that intensifies the word it modifies. For example, arrant nonsense means
“total nonsense.” In The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, the narrator describes a pivotal
Moment when Rosa Saxon suddenly understands “the true horr-or of_ her de’:sh_ny, the arrant
Purposelessness of her life.” The use of arrant emphasizes the emptiness in Rosa’s life.
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; 0 emotion
iense ¢ le, ophthalm|
1sh of it ‘or example, ophthalmgo O igte
. - a sudden , water. 'or ¢
46. Flush = a ¢ 1508 Wi

action that t flush can also be used i

t ywever, . ; :
d a toilet. |||; passage described in Word #4 5, Rosa g
1 the passdy;

w a cleaning
has flushe e
ytion. For example,

i seribe
Flush typically desc ril k
your eyes, and everyor

. "oegy l.ly‘('”
‘ ll'. ”10 raan i
e ist f‘Wi”l d ﬂl,IHh of ”r.llll'll( » PI”aI e “f) ;
l‘i“(l(lu“ nlﬁh l)ll il“(ln,‘il‘ on . (- Il_,til“l‘ ('i‘['l()(”"i( "i ['X(‘“(‘n“.“l (]l h‘n““”“”’,' a new p .|r[,llr u h
: wecome u osa’! '
N 3 )U.‘idl to l
1“'(l‘plh a pl‘ll}

{ way of conveying

f grali o ides a vivic
of gratitude” provic

47. Vitality - filled with energy

y »s and the fictional charactey Fsdt
5 -k band Katrina and the V\;a:/l: (:xl1il)il 8 lhtinctive ;- Ppie

What do the Iiritish-/\morif}a“ ;;:rrlt" have in common? Bo ‘uﬁqfli'“'” when she s Wili)}f] ahnd

in b A g i “walking on sunshi it ] er

in George Eliot’s n(_0 s a special feeling of h?‘i" "Ilc’winz’ sunshine and living sounds.” g

3o Shn . enjoys : 1 ; ; i .
oyt dKT.trm'a 2 a’n);dorablc A dtl'lg Eppie with the word vitality.
" 2 I' IL‘ & : n i {‘ ’
l:;:);f'::L:M tﬁ\iqe traits clearly suPpﬂrth linking,
SAT, thes

48. Despondent - very sad and discouraged

: the exuberant vitality exhibiteq b
' i is very different than berant s y

Despondent describes a fevilmg ;‘;;; "s;'hc grcfix DE- signals that this is a down W()rd. In his
s Vol S f the'Broken-hearted?" a despondent Jimmy Ruffin describeg
classic song 'nWhatl Becc:jmes ,(,) as he asks, “What becomes of the broken-hearted, th’ had ot
himself as ug]led ‘t“’egl.;,,sas;'l?slsiterary passages sometimes include characters who, Jike Jimmy

t w depar
gl:ff?nfnfzel desrl’aondent because they have suffered great losses

49. Mar - to spoil and thus render less perfect
Mar is a straightforward negative word meaning “to spoil or dama

perfect.” For example, Mark Zuckerberg’s neighborsl on the Ha\o?fai
accusing the Facebook founder of building a six-foot high wall that is

ge and thus render lesg
ian island of Kauai are
marring their view of the
stration of mar on 5 recent

The key phrase “impossible work”

provides evidence that Mariah's relationship with her parents is marred by their excessive

demands,

50. Solemn - serious and dignified

Have you ever attended a funeral? If so, then you know tha
dignified. A recent Reading Test passag,

e described callers
sober.” This phrase provides evidence that the funeral was a

t the mood is solemn,
at the funeral as bein
solemn event.

or serious and
g “formal and
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characteristics of Correct Answers: Same Idea, Different Words

[dentifying correct answers is the only way to earn points on the Reading Test. So what are the
characteristics of a correct answer? Let’s begin your quest for correct answers with the following
paragfaph and question:

e efforts by women to gain equality in the n
i workplace began in the early twentieth f
Scim“ﬁg[‘hc women who began undertaking careers
centt" '\ ad little support from any part of the ! ] ’
in scienct hich they lived. They had to struggle :_ twentieth century?

What point does the author make about the
status of aspiring female scientists in the early

5 sociely I'n'wsl a male-dominated scientific community. o i e
o i}gd”:‘::d female scientists were forced to accept A) They were more ambitious than their mae
Even “?I‘?IIC roles as assistants in large bureaucratic 3 SRICAE
SUbOﬂ.jIm} s. As a result, they had little voice in ‘ B) They had more rights than their male
orgal Iml?ond.ccisions. ‘ counterparts.

j0 making 2 C) They depended upon men for their safety and
Jjob security.
D) They were forced to accept subordinate roles
as assistants.
Did you have any trouble finding the correct answer? Probably not. Choice D) provides the
correct answer by giving you a direct quote from the passage. Now, reread the paragraph and
answer the following question:
The efforts by women to gain equality in the [ 1 B 7

scientific workplace began in the early lW-enlieth
century. The women who began undertaking careers
in science had little support from any part of the

5 society in which they lived. They had to struggle
alone against a male-dominated scientific community.
Even talented female scientists were forced to accept

What point does the author make about the
status of aspiring female scientists in the early
twentieth century?

A) They were more ambitious than their male

i i - counterparts.
subordinate roles as assistants in large bureaucratic rparts _ -
organizations. As a result, they had little voice in B) They had more rights than their male
counterparts.

{10 making key decisions.
C) They depended upon men for their safety and

Jjob security.
D) They were compelled to accept inferior roles.

As you can see, the question here is identical to the one above, with the exception of Choice D).
Although choice D) is worded differently, it is still correct. The phrase compelled to accept inferior
roles is a restatement of the textual statement forced to accept subordinate (see Word #26) roles as
assistants. Compelled = forced, inferior = subordinate. Same idea, different words.

The Golden Rule: The Answer is in the Passage

The example above illustrates an extremely important rule: every SAT Reading Test question has
just one objective answer that restates relevant ideas or information from the passage. Always
remember this golden rule when you are answering passage-based questions: the answer is the
answer because it is supported by the passage. This support will take the form of key words,
i phrases, and examples. Never, ever go outside the passage to find support for your answers.
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A Sophisticated Game of i 2, your job is
formation from the passage, your job is to m,
in each set of answers. In effect, the
tements 1 erbal matching. The exercises pe
the types of paraphrases you

Since correct answers are restatem
Board is asking you to play a sop
designed to help you begin the

encounter on the Reading Test.

In the following two exercises,

ents of in

i i rate res
ideas from the text with their accu d game of v

process of recognizing

| Matching

tch the passage phrases in the left column with answe,
ma

: D
restatements in the right column. (Answers p- 57)

Practice Set #1

4 8 insufficient support

2. ithad long been thought

3, hopeful about the future

4. extensive speculation

S distributed at random

A. scattered haphazardly

B. weak evidence

C. little empirical basis

D. question a consensus

E. optimistic going forward

Practice Set #2

1= remain tentative

2 retard commerce

3. attributable to genetics

4. immense distance

5. enlarge all mindg

‘\\

A. necessarily innate
B. open people’s thoughts

C. great disparities

E. still u_nsetﬂed

\

D. endanger €conomic prosperity
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P racﬂce Set #3

o

familiar scenery
Yoo

3 absence of public tumult
e

bl financial incentives
i 3. o —

pin downa problem

A. no evidence of civil unrest

B. allow for suppleness

C. predictable view

D. economic motives

E. resolve a puzzle
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Questions From Paragraphs
ult
Paragraphs are units of thought. As a res
Test questions are ar.lchore =
accompanying questions are
phrases with question answers.

Practice Paragraph #1

I don’t know why I thought Mama Day would be
a big, tall woman. From the stories you told abO!Jt
your clashes with her, she had loomed that way in my
mind. Hard. Strong. Yes, it definitely showed in the
set of her shoulders. But she was barely ﬁvc feet and
could have been snapped in the middle with one
good-sized hand...“I’m Mama Day to some, MISS”
Miranda to others. You decide what I'll be to you.
That type of straightforward honesty would cheapen
anyone less than the same.”

d in specific par.j;lgraphs. 4.
esigned to give
Our explanations

of this important organizational fact, many
he following three paragraphs,
you practice matching key passage w,
follow each question.

Reading
nd thejy
rds and

¢
i n
i

The narrator’s primary impression of
that she is

Mama Da

A) noisy but distracting.

B) small but arrogant.

C) like a character from a history book.
D) both forceful and forthright.

The correct answer is D). Mama Day is best described as ”forFeful” because she is H.ard atig
Strong. She is best described as “forthright” because Qf her strmghtfomw.ard _honesly. .C}.lcnce B) is
tricky. It is true that Mama Day is small, but there is no support to justify describing her .
arrogant. Choices A) and C) are entirely unsupported by the passage.

Practice Paragraph #2

Ninety-five percent of Greenland is covered by
ice. Towns and villages cling to the coastline; at their
backs loom glaciers a thousand meters thick:
gleaming, white, blue, clear, transparent ice. The
icecap weighs on the land like a lead brick on a
floating plank, pressing it down below the level of the
surrounding sea. If the ice were suddenly removed,
the waters of the ocean would rush in to its place.

It can be reasonably inferred that the people wh 7
live in Greenland’s coastal towns and villages

A)

would welcome a scientific study of icebergs
B) '

would strongly consider moving to another
location. :

0)
D)

are exposed to powerful natural forces,
are optimistic about their future.
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practice Paragraph #3

pranklin Was named after the great Philadelphia
;nd amateur scientst Benjamin Frank]ip But n

. .sake. our Franklin grew up in - i
. }{"n(,hcll\‘-- ( & P In a W °h choice ; i i :
e hich choice best summarizes this paragraph?

ike > Te WQQee P "
unllkl‘wmcro] eastern Tennessee that seemed [ike
MO = e W .ike everyone else in his :
r;c edge Of the \mrld‘. : Sl d'“ m_ LN n his W.or}d ; A) A central character prepares to face an
g klin’s home had a radio and one well-worn Bible, | impending crisis
fra scasional person who visite . s
- an occasional p isited John; o . : I
Apart from 2 e outSide their s 501 B) A central character lives an isolated life in an
ew people ventured outside their small Ot
Citys fev - Jin lived in an ins i scure location.
4 nlﬂin town. ]"rﬂnl\ in lived in an insulated society (‘) A'ckrtmlch : A hi
2 - = SNLre “haracts g a u—— S
- vas as yet untouched by another Franklin — hori‘/nn:l LT R U CUECTHO OSPRIIE 1S
10 that dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and his New Deal. I : i
Presidt J) A central character is absorbed in his past.

The correct answer is B). Th(.? k?y phrases remote corne
provide evidence that Franklin lives “an isolated life.”

Answer choice A) is tempting: the passage does conclude by hinting that big changes are coming
to eastern Tennessee. However, there is no evidence that these changes will present Franklin with

a crisis.

1, edge of the world, and insulated society all

Answer choices C) and D) may be true, but they are not supported by the passage.

49

Scanned with CamScanner



10

15

The SAT Reading Test 1
as Evidence—Based Pairs. The pall:';
the passage- It is followed by 2
the answer to the previous ﬂz\f
one of which will contain the infor

Each Reading Test pas>¥or ..
analysis of these ques ndicat
your ability to identify
questions offer you 2

words, you can eastly a .
questions you risk losing both points.
designed to help you master th

Let's look at an example:

Political scientists have carefully studied Ehe
impact of Dr. King’s Jife and speeches on public
attitudes towards civil rights. The opening of the
Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial in Washington,
D.C..on August 22,2011 provided an excellent
opportunity to continue this investigative tradition.
Thousands of people visit the memorial each day to
pay tribute to Dr. King and to honor his vision of a
just society. After gazing at the thirty-foot statue of
Dr. King, most visitors stand in front of the
Inscription Wall and reverently read the inscribed
excerpts from his most inspiring sermons and public
addresses. Our team of public opinion experts began
their research by interviewing a random selection of
visitors to gauge how visiting the memorial affected

their view of civil rights in America.

Step 1: Begin by carefully determining what the first question is asking. The key

tells you what to look for in the passage.

Step 2: Next, read each of the four senten renced answ:

. C i

cho:cc.:, look for a key word or phrase that :sescrefﬁ;es the “m the er choices,
Dr. King's famous words. The key word reverently clearly ?itutufl:; of visim .

Step 3: Now match the meaning of reveren :
As you learned in our list of focabulary t:go:;:h one of the answer ¢

admiration.” You have a match! The answers to

ke revesenty el

of n ombination questions know
tion asking yo! about an aspect o

cates that visitors appro

The passage indi
s with an attitude of

Dr. King’s word

A) detached indifference. 5
B) open disapproval.
C) quiet skepticism.
D) great admiration.

Which choice provides the best evid
answer Lo the previous question?

A) Lines 1-3 (“Political...rights™)
B) Lines 3-6 (“The opening...trad
C) Lines 9-13 (“After...addresses’
D) Lines 13-16 (“Our...A
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Evidence-Based Pairs: Guided Practice

pecause they often ask you to consider information f

Evidence'Based Pairs can seem like a daunting challenge, Practicing our three-step approach will

: idence and prod i :
puild your conf.l \d produce impressive resylis : Y
designed to provide you with additional guided Pracli:tb‘ The following three examples are

rom such a large portion of a passage,

Examp|e #1
The cockroach is roughly 250 million years old, IR
hich makes it one of the planet’s oldest living "
5 is. As it happens, the cockroach is a particularly E I'he passage most directly suggests that the
Inse':Ia;' test subject for laboratory research. It adapts E cockroach displays impressive behavioral traits
& that make it a desirable laboratory subject because

well to captivity, lives relatively long, reproduces
. sickly, and will subsist in full vigor on Purina Dog

Chow. The largest American species, up to two inches A) it has existed since prehistoric times.

in length and known as Periplaneta Americana, is B) itis small but clever.
even big enough for easy dissection. One eminent C) itisa defiant creature that resists captivity.
10 physiologist has written fondly: “The laboratory D) itis persistent and determined.

investigator who keeps up a battle to rid his rat colony
of cockroaches may well consider giving up the rats
and working with the cockroaches instead. From e
many points of view the roach is practically made to
15 order as a laboratory subject. Here is an animal of
frugal habits, tenacious of life, eager to live in the
labm"atory an(,i,every C i e A) Lines 1-3 (“The cockroach...insects™)
requirements. i
B) Lines 4-7 (“It adapts...Chow”)
C) Lines 7-9 (“The largest...dissection™)
D) Lines 15-18 (“Here is...requirements™)

Which choice provides the best evidence for the
answer to the previous question?

Step 1: Begin by carefully determining what the first question is asking. The key phrase
impressive behavior traits tells you what to look for in the passage.

Step 2: Next, read each of the four sentences referenced in the answer choict?s. As you read each
choice, look for a key word or phrase that describes an “impressive behavioral trait. The key

phrase tenacious of life is clearly such a trait.

Step 3: Now match the meaning of tenacious with one of the answer choices in the first question.

As you learned in our list of words, tenacious (see Word #32) means “persistent and det.ermine'd,”
You have a match! The answers to these two questions are D) and D). Although choice A) is a
true statement, it is an incorrect answer because it does not describe a behavioral trait. Choices B)

and C) are wrong because the passage indicates that they are factually incorrect.

51
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#2
Example S that

d
T. Hall conten  that

Anthropolog'st Ed‘;eariﬂected in the way
cultural differences can his book, The Silent

ive time. In jons “speak” as
e pem[::lf says that these pcl’cepuorz)mprise, in
S rds and other symbols; they ¢

s WO :
; :anf?;:}:ihe silent language of c?;l::are 1 L aictoun
Hall maintains that .‘.\menw < e
Je. acutely aware of time. e‘ ey
o c;dit We say, for example, “Tim gyt
wnd i tir)xqc can be bought, sold, spent, los ,h i
i andat::f;tmeasured. We praise entreprencurs w 0 :nd
gﬁ;e efficiently and scorn lhosec\::x: waste time
eir chance at success.
& ‘l:zz:?l?(::hums are as obsessed with beziltmgs the
15 clock” as our own. What happens when Amen'cancl
find themselves in a society that has a more refaxe

attitude toward time? The result may be culture shock.

Step 1: Begin by carefully determining what the first question is asking. The key phrase misusing
time tells us to look for a negative consequences of mishandling time.

Step 2: Next, read each of the four sentences referenced in the answer c
choice, look for a key word or phrase that describes the impact of m

weaken their chance of success clearl

Now let’s try something longer,

y identifies a negative impact.

“Accordi"g to the passage, Americang belieye lhﬁt |

misusing time can

A) prevent people from Icarn.ing how to enjoy life

B) prevent people from I‘carnlng how to !
the silent language of culture.

C) undermine a person’s chance of achieving
success.

D) induce a feeling of cultural shock,

R

Which choice provides the best evidence for the
answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 2-3 (“Cultural...time”)

B) Lines 3-6 (“In his...culture™)

C) Lines 11-13 (“We praisc...success”)
D) Lines 15-17 (“What happens...shock”)

hoices. As you read each
isusing time. The key phrase

52
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Example #3

For millennia, humans have probed the nature
o purpose_of sleep. Aristotle suggested that sleep
was restorative, a time to replace or rebuild all that
was burned up throughout the body during the day.
Modern science supports this l'dea, with researchers
dentifying Sets of genes associated with restoration
and metabolic path\-)vays that turn on only during
sleep- Chiara Cirelli and her colleague Giulio Tononi
focus on sleep’s effect on the brain. In a paper
ublished in 2003, they hypothesized about sleep’s
role in the growth of synapses, which serve as
avenues to ferry information among neurons.

Synapses are constantly strengthening, or widening,
during the day to accommodate the flow of traffic as
the brain soaks up new experiences. But that
strengthening cannot go on indefinitely, or else the
synapses will become saturated —think “information
overload.”

The researchers suggested in their earlier paper
that synapses get pruned back during sleep. This
pruning doesn’t necessarily cause the body to need
sleep; rather, the body is taking advantage of the
decreased brain traffic that occurs while an individual
sleeps. To find evidence for this, the researchers used
anew form of electron microscopy that can discern
the miniscule changes in the shrinking and subsequent
expansion of these microscopic synapses at the
nanometer level in mice brains. They found that a few
hours of sleep led to an 18 percent decrease in the size
of the synapses on average.

Cirelli said that one interesting finding was that this
pruning occurred in about 80 percent of the synapses but
spared the largest ones. These larger synapses may be
associated with the memories most fundamental to a
person’s identity, connections the brain does not want to
lose, the researchers speculated. Yet, the way in whicp
the brain decides what synaptic connections to prune Is
another mystery to explore, Cirelli said.

a careful analysis

Step 1: As al , begin with
p ways, begin st iy

key phrase reduction of synapses

Step 2: Next, read each of the senten
choice, look for a key word or phrase
reduction of synapses during sleep. The key
Tesearchers perceive the larger synapses:

Step 3: Now match the meaning.of funda
question. As you learned in our list

“basic and essential.” You have a match! The

53

ces referenced in the
that describes the “pe
word fundamen

mental with

of vocabulary words,
answers to th

‘\‘Nhlch choice best reflects the perspective of the
researchers” (line 19) on the reduction of
Synapses during sleep?

A) Even small amounts of sleep lead to a
reduction in every type of synapse.

B) Synapses responsible for essential memories
are less likely to be eliminated during sleep
than are other types of synapses.

C) Sleep occurs as a result of the body’s need to
reduce the number of synapses.

D) Synapses that are most active durin g the day
experience the greatest reduction during sleep.

o

Which choice provides the best evidence for the
answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 15-17 (“But...saturated”)

B) Lines 20-22 (“This ...sleep™)

C) Lines 28-30 (“They...average”)

D) Lines 33-35 (“These...identity”)

of the question. The key word perspective and the
tell you what to look for in the passage.

answer choices. As you read each
rspective” of researchers on the
tal clearly describes how the

ices in the first
of the answer choices Il
4 ﬁmdumental (see Word #9) means
e two questions are B) and D).

Scanned with CamScanner



10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

full-length pa

The following Based Pairs.

two sets Of Evidence”

dy of an

: ¢'s stu

illiam F
Wllllan:j ltalian-Amcncan
»_Boston’s orl.
sociological rescarch. Whyte I;vr: 4
Cornerville during the final y: B
Depression between 1237 an : [illéd
published his findings in a boo

Society.
Whyte
method of participant O

called

impoverishe
wCornerville

entirely on the
pservation. He did not pretend

to study Cornerville’s maj(’_r insmuuons.hlﬂg:::d’ fi
scarcely mentioned the family, the churc ], I
schools, and the legitimate sectors of the oca it
economy. Instead, Whyte focused on mapgmg Honie
intricate social worlds of two associations 1n whic
participated, a street corner gang callc_ad the Nortons
and a small association called the Italian Community
Club. The members of the Nortons were “corner
boys™ whose life revolved around particular street
corners and nearby shops. The members of the Italian
Community Club were “college boys” who focused
on getting a good education so they could move up
the social ladder. The social distance between the
lives of the two groups was one of the major themes
in Whyte's book.

Street Corner Society has a remarkable dramatic
quality. Few other works in the sociological literature
c-onta!n such vivid portrayals of real people in real
situations. Much of this quality must be attributed to
Wh).fte’s emotional involvement with the people he
studied. The clarity of his extensive use of direct
quotations provides the reader with a sense of
personal involvement,

Whyte grew up in an affluent fami
removed from Cornerville. He norE::ll::ll:e);sthatrfwas o
h!S task of being a partici pertormed
did not seem out of

research relied almost

even brought his new brig ive i
Wh ! rde to live in Corpery;
loca);t;esssmetlmes forgot neutrality ang to::l'l le. ‘
e ues. For txample, on ope occasi Files iy
comp[aim:deshon election day. Critics haoll he voted
ned that Whyte ofe .
someti " 10st his objectjy;
observ:::ets tmed from being a nonlJa(l)":i)Jt?cu‘flty i
0 being g nonobserving partj Clpating
Cipant,

irs: In
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ndent Practice

depe

e 40 apPly our three-step Process to

The besl remembered of Wll.\'lt"s I"mdingei ,
s the bowling score L.‘l fect. B()W“ng W‘ass
principlc activities. Sociologists hadol ¢
ndividual’s skill in a sport would ‘
contribute 1O his or her status in !hc 8TOUp. Howeygp
after an extensive observation of bowling Compegiie
whyte hypolhcsir.cd that the reverse Was actually gy
ihe status of @ £rOUP mcmhc'r determined his of her
bowling skill. This was particularly true on thoge
occasions when the entire group assembled for g -
important match. Subtle and overt group pressureg -
were deliberately used to depress the performance of
lower-ranking group members. At the same time,
posilivc group pressures were employed to sustain th
performance of the leaders. Whyte vividly reportedy
phenomenon in one of his most quoted passages:
Here was the social structure in action on the
bowling alleys. It held the individual members in thej
places—and I along with them. I did not stop to rea
then that, as a close friend of Doc, Danny, and Mike
held a position close to the top of the gang and
therefore should be expected to excel on this great
occasion. I simply felt myself buoyed up by the
situation. I felt my friends were for me, had confiden
in me, wanted me to bowl well. As my turn came and
stepped up to bowl, I felt supremely confident that L
was going to hit the pins that I was aiming at.l have
never felt quite this way before — or since. Here atif
bowling alley I was experiencing subjectively the
impact of the group structure upon the individual Jt
was a strange feeling, as if something larger than
myself was controlling the ball as I went throughm)
swing and released it toward the pins. ‘
Although Whyte was not an outstanding bowié
-he won the tournament for the Nortons. His insights
Into the positive and negative effects of group
g&"g‘i)cleance have influenced subsequent sociologl

known & :
the Norton S-
held that an!
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social cohesion.
ct of a corrupt political

the lives of two principal

“pessimism caused by
( fi'&ns.-‘
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i #2
Answers: Questions #1 and
. agking. The ke shrase ine 75
| ining what Question #1 is asking: ['he key phrase inequalitie 4
s of ‘t‘-‘““
: Begin b carefully d€ S hee
s hzt to look for in the Pd-‘-bdg‘r-

life tells you W . ‘ "o
g : ferenced In the answer choices. As yoy

scribing the “inequalities of life” i
a connection to the idea of

ontences Ie
d each of the .s;..ntcmhrasc S
hoice look for a key wor¢ .or p e e
hrase social » in line 23 clearly
phrase ¢

Step 2: Next, rea four passage
read each answer C
Cornerville. They key
inequalities.

f the answer choices in Question
Word #35) means “a condition

s therefore C), and the answer

in line 23 with one O
 disparity (see
to Question #11i

social distance
ocabulary words
swer

h the phrase
in our list of v
you have a match! The an

Step 3: Now matc
#1. As you learned

of inequality.” Now
to Question #2 is B).

Answers: Questions #3 and #4

ining what Question #3 is asking. The key word significant tells

Step 1: Begin by carefully determ
owling score effect is important.

you to look for a reason why the b

o four sentences referenced in the answer choices. As you read

‘ itences . each

Ehmce, look for a key word or phrase indicating why the bowling score effect is significant. The

5ey phrases Sociologists had long held (lines 50-51) and However after an extensive observation (.lin
2-53) clearly indicate that Whyte made a significant observation. 3

Step 2: Next, read each of th

Step 3: N iologi
witl?one oc;v:h ?:rt;llvthe ;})\hr.ases' Sociologists had long held and However, after extensive observati
et ;Er; )cmzl;ﬁss E& (;:::stlc;n #3. As you learned in our list of vocabulary woré):
eral agreement.” Whyte’s observation is signifi I
ation is significant because

it called into question an earli
earlier consensus. You h
¢ a
therefore A), and the answer to Question #4 is B) R o Questiomely
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Answers: Matching Set #1
1.B

Insufficient = weak, support = evidence
2.D

This question requires you to understand how authors can imply a position rather than state it
outright. To say th‘f‘t s.or_nething had long been thought is to imply that it is a broadly accepted
explanation—that is, it is the product of a consensus (general agreement). SAT passages, however,
are more concerned with new theories— ones that threaten to overturn an accepted expianation.

Statements suc?h as it had long been thought thus signal that the author is discussing a theory that
has been questioned or discredited.

S

Hopeful = optimistic, future = going forward

4.C

To say that something is based on extensive speculation is to say that it is based on a lot of

guesswork. In other words, it has not been conclusively proven based on factual (i.e. empirical)
data or observation.

5.A

Random = haphazard

Answers: Matching Set #2

1hi=

Tentative means “uncertain” or “subject to change,” so something tentative is still unsettled.

2.D

Retard = slow down, and commerce = economic activity. If commerce is “retarded,” economic
success (i.e. prosperity) is endangered.

3.A

A trait that is attributable to genetics is by definition an inborn trait, i.e. necessarily innate.

4.C

iti i i d meaning here
Immense = i — disparities. Note that great 1s used ina second mea :
Ll . e space between two objects; rather, it indicates two non-

Likewise, distance does not denote th

equivalent things.

5.B

E“lal'ge = open, minds = thoughts
57
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Answers: Matchi”

1.C

i . = view
Familiar = predlctable, scenery

2.A
nrest

lic tumult = civil u

Absence = N0 evidence; pub

3.D

Financial = economic; incentives = motives
4. E

Pin down = resolve; problem = puzzle

5.B
Permit = allow; flexibility = suppleness

Answers: Matching Set

1.A

Evolve = develop; separate = diverge
2.D

Lust = desire; revenge = retribution

3.B

4.C

Ex ion =
planation = answer; no accepted = elusive

5.D

Established = entrenched; feeling = emotj
on

58
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Commonly Confused Words

“The diﬂérenf'fe bet:ween the almost right word and the right word is really a large matter. 'tis the difference
petween the lightning bug and the lightning.”

-Mark Twain

There’s no question that English can be very tricky sometimes. It’s filled with homophones—
words that have slightly different spellings but that are pronounced similarly or identically.
When people speak quickly, as is often the case in everyday conversation, these words can be
inmossible to tell apart. But while errors can easily be hidden in speech, they are far more
obvious in writing,.

For example, take a look at the following paragraph:

Before the first transatlantic cables were manufactured, communication between
North America and Europe was limited. Accept for ships, which took weeks to cross
the ocean, there was no way to relay messages between continents. Making matters
worse, severe winter storms could have an averse affect on correspondence, delaying
ships for weeks and depriving individuals and companies of excess to family
members and business associates. Five attempts to lay a cable were made between
1857 and 1866, but workers were unable to make all of the pieces cohere to the bottom
of the ocean; there was always apart that broke away. In 1866, however, a lasting
connection was finally achieved. The new cable immediately effected communication
times, assuring that people could send a message and receive a response the same day.

Did you notice anything odd as you read this paragraph? It includes a number of commonly
confused words tested on recent (P)SATs. Don’t worry if you looked past them — that’s the point!

Now take a look at the corrected version:

Before the first transatlantic cables were manufactured, communication between

North America and Europe was limited. Except for ships, which took weeks to cross

the ocean, there was no way to relay messages between continents. Making matters
dverse effect on correspondence,

worse, severe winter storms could have an a 3 ;
delaying ships for weeks and depriving individuals and companies of access to family
members and business associates. Five attempts to lay a Cabl.e s e
1857 and 1866, but workers were unable to make all of the pieces adhere to the' bottom
of the ocean; there was always a part that broke away. In 1866, however, a lastn.1g .
connection was finally achieved. The new cable immediately affected communication

times, ensuring that people could send a message and receive a response in same day.

The : 1 anvthing like this example on the (P)SAT. You will
good news is that you'll never see anything oncept on the Writing test. More good news:

encounter no stions testing this ¢ :
SAT ofhenn:;rt: iznsat:; (Ilrnfiited group of homophones over and over again. If you want to
Prepared and not risk losing €asy points, however, you must be familiar with the top
‘Ontenders for this error.
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Affect vs. Effect
ve students the most troi

: nds to g
d on the SAT, affect vs. effect te o this troublesome pe

iy 5 S
per of questlon :
ers devote a num questions.

Of all the word pairs teste
u ace affect Vs effect

So naturally College Board test w.rit : :
words. But don’t worry! This section will help YO
on something.” For exampig

impact i .
ave hroughout the entire metropg

“to influence or h

Affect is a verb meaning cted the plans of people t

forecast for a big winter storm affe

area.

thing.” If a/an/ the app
Effect is usually a noun” meaning “the resglt e E;ZZOS; Sausegthings/hav e “anil
before the word, the answer 15 effect. Effect is OT:arl . P, e cffect on 1

on” other things. For exam ple, the Boston L s s attentio
between the colonies and Great Britain; it was effective in getting the King's

or consequenc

fusing, you can also use the following mner.nonic ric
A e e i ber Affect is a Verb and Effect is a Nour

help you keep them straight. Think RAVEN: Remem

Guided Practice:

Example #1
Incorrect: The accumulation of oxygen in the atmosphere effects the amount of s
that reaches the ground.
Correct: The accumulation of oxygen in the atmosphere affects the amount of sunl

that reaches the ground.

The subject of this sentence is the accumulation of oxygen. Note that affect is a verb since
accumulation of oxygen...affects. i

Example #2
Incorrect: The accumulation of oxygen in the atmosphere has an affect on the a
of sunlight that reaches the ground.
Correct: The accumulation of oxygen in the atmosphere has an effect on the amou

of sunlight that reaches the ground.

Effect is correct because an must come before a noun, and the word in question is followed 3
=

Example #3

Classical computers encode information as bits that can be in one of two state '
o states: zero or

one. In contrast, quantum computers are composed of “qubits” that can be in both sta 4
state

simultaneously. These qubits have the |
the [effect/af : 3
petfoin tiany caleulatbns Stof. t/affect] of allowing computers to essential

Because the appears before the word, a i
+anoun is required. Effect is th
. us the only possible a

*Note: There are situations in which affect is u

appears to be uninterested in testing these exc sed as a noun and

eptions, effect as a verb; however, the College |

and they should not concern you here.
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Independent Practice #1: Affect vs. Eff

(Answers p, 83) drshirady
The Luck Knot Bridge in Changsha, China, twis
seemingly never-ending loop. The designers of
the structure had to hang at least 78 feet above
order to accommodate pedestrians, its sharp

exceed 34 degrees. The [affect/effect] of these constraints was to
produce a structure that resembles a roller coaster.

ts and folds in a
the bridge knew that
the river, and that in
est incline could not

As cell phones have proliferated, drivers have increasingly begun
talking and texting while behind the wheel. Unsurprisingly,
accident rates have risen, and now, states are taking steps to restrict
cell phone use among drivers. In Oregon, New York, and Maryland,
for example, laws that prohibit drivers from holding phones while
operating vehicles have gone into [affect/effect].

Each year, a program run jointly by the California Avocado
Commission and the University of California-Riverside plants three
new varieties of avocado at various locations in the heart of avocado
territory. The goal is to study how the environment [affects/effects]
the plants” growth, and to keep watch for outliers that perform well
in extreme temperatures.

On their treks to the South Pole, Shackleton, Scott, and Amundsen
faced hardships from frostbite to snow blindness. Much of their
misery, however, was caused by the ideal gas law, which describes
how pressure [affects/effects] the volume and temperature of a gas.
It is this law that explains why the Antarctic surface is buffeted by
winds of up to 200 miles per hour.

Light comes in two different forms. There is visible light, which can

be seen from a long way away. Then there is invisible light, which

comes in the form of radio signals, internet signals,. and mobile
Phone signals. This light makes a web of electromagnetic v.vaves tha.:
we walk through. Although it cannot be see‘n directly, i
[affects/effects] our use of radios, television, and the internet.
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10.

i 1< may seem frail, but in
As the smallest birds on earth, hummlngblrds may

> drops,
hardy. When the temperature drop

reality they are actually quite which has the

these birds enter into a state known as ”torpor'_ hat remain
[affect/effect] of helping them conserve energy..B'lrd.s tha W
north during the winter experience a nightly “mini-hiberna o e
which their 107-degree body temperatures can plummet oh- :
degrees. The cold also [affects/effects] the birds’ heart epd ok
slow from over 1,200 beats per minute to 50 to 180 beats.

A new type of remote control uses sensors to deterTnine the
remote’s exact location. As a result, when the device is pointed at .a
lamp or a television, it “knows” exactly what it’s looking at. This
contextual awareness [affects/effects] the user’s experience by
making the fragmented experience of the smart home feel simpler
and more intuitive.

The slip of tectonic plates and the fiery eruptions of volcanoes
reflect the constantly shifting conditions below the Earth’s surface.
Our planet is composed of layers, each of which plays a different
role in protecting life from the solar storms and moderating the
climate. Although it remains hidden from our daily view, the

ground below our feet is a dynamic environment that
[affects/effects] us every day.

The impact of the Chicxulub asteroid, which wiped out large
dinosaurs and giant marine reptiles, had a global [affect/effect]: it
created a layer of debris that spread across every continent and that
is now part of the geologic record. Geologists refer to this layer as

the Cretaceous-Paleogene boundary because it marks the switch
between these two geologic time periods,
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Additional Commonly Confused Words to Kn
ow

A part is two werds, and refers a portion or secti

o word meaning “separate” or “with the exce

from the SAT and two AP exams, you are finished with stang di
ardiz

: ple, you could say that apart
that apart from playing soccer, you're not spendi

ed testing. You could also say
ng a lot of time on sports this semester.

Access can be either a verb meaning “to be able to enter” or a noun meaning “
ng

0 enter.” For exan.lple, you could steal your brother's I
Compliltel', or te gain access (noun) to it. Excess, on the other ha dl“ order t
adjective meaning “more than the required amount.” nd, can be

amount of time on your hands, you might decide to
computer.

the ability or right
0 access (verb) his
either a noun or an
If you have an excess of time, or an excess
try to find the password to your brother’s

Accept is a verb meaning ”receive," e.g. “Although I was less than thrilled with the pair of ugly
socks my aunt gave me for my birthday, I manage to accept them with a smile.” Except means

“excluding.” If you were writing thank-you notes for those birthday gifts, you might be tempted
to send one to everyone except your aunt.

Adhere means “stick to.” If you’ve ever put on an adhesive bandage (i.e. a Band Aid™) after
cutting yourself, that's where the term comes from. Likewise, if you’ve ever stepped on a piece of
gum, you might have had some trouble getting it off because it was adhering so strongly to the
sole of your shoe. On the other hand, the somewhat similar verb cohere means “hold together.”
For example, your English teacher might give you a poor grade on the essay you wrote about The
Great Gatsby at 2 a.m. on the day it was due because your argument didn’t cohere — that is, you
introduced points randomly and never really explained how they fit together.

Adverse means “negative” or “unpleasant.” For example, if someone is allergic to peanuts,
exposure to even a small amount of that food can produce an adverse reaction such as hives,
dizziness, or even shock. As a result, it's no wonder that people with peanut allergies tend to be
strongly averse to (inclined to avoid) situations in which they might be acc_ident.ally'exposed to
peanuts. Some people who are exceptionally sensitive may even try to avoid being in the same

room with them.

omeone on the grounds of race, religion, or Political belief. For
example, Nelson Mandela was persecuted for his struggle against apartheid in South Africa: he

was harassed and ultimately jailed for many years. X sy i impl;ementt;;gal
proceedings against someone for a crime. A person cagghipbieking mtqabonse ARERNBiance

will be prosecuted — that is, put on trial and then sent to jail.

To persecute is to mistreat s

¢ something challenging. For example, a highly

motivated student might undertake the challenge of juggling multiple AP classes as a

i d to always being
G 4 example, a person who is used to
o o SllrpaSSl-lt lk:)zrsurprised when that younger sibling overtakes

taller than a younger brother or sister mig sk iR Ry ol O
. in hei . can mean “to absorb ( 1 s el iy ¢
i‘;:ior her in height. To taki ltr:llt: night before a big test on 1t:’ you might l:a:eenixuc : ﬁez U arg
ev 611: entfl'e .3rh00is-pag§ P22 also mean “to be fooled or tricked:' For gx:ar:ill) t,aken o

ofteel;lyt ml;laelg.by Cor;ﬁ:;n because they are perceived to be naive an y

To undertake is to embark on or to attemp

years ago, your younger
er. In contrast, then is a
le, you could say that

that two
Than is used to form comparisons. For gl youhfzoi‘;l 131:2 inches tall
brother was three inches shorter than dyolt;bga:g::?es of events. For examp
Synonym for “next” and is used to indicate s

t for pizza.
last Friday you went to the movies, and thert Eve T
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s. Effect & Additional Pairs
vS.

i . Affect
tice #2: Aff
Independent Prac (Answers . 83)
: hich
Technical Act, W
of the Perkins Vocational and Tec et e
. Passége than a billion dollars for car ety o
provides more L
education, will help [assure/ensure] ritl

ms equip graduates for cu

technical education progra
future high-growth jobs.

dented
_scale battery storage is likely to undergo unprece

o next several years. By 2021, up

i ited States over the
growth in the United ol
to 1,800 megawatts of new energy storage are expected to be

available. That's eight times more than total U.S..installed energy
storage capacity in 2016, and it should translate into nearly 5,900
megawatt-hours of [access/excess] power that energy workers can
quickly dispatch to address power outages, reduce peak demand

charges, or simply improve reliability.

3. To develop a science of refrigerated shipping, Barbara Pratt spent
nearly seven years during the 1970s working and living in a
refrigerated shipping container that included bunk beds, a
microwave, a refrigerator, a shower, and, most importantly, a fully
equipped science lab. In addition to monitoring temperature, Pratt

mapped the [affects/effects] of airflow and humidity on various
types of foods.

4. Palmyra Atoll, a refuge for seabird breedin

7 g colonies and cor
communities, al reef

is [a part/apart] of the Pacific Remote Islands Marine
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10.

At the office, healthcare workers know ho
their patients. They even know what trea
They cannot, however, control what patie
their own. According to research

i ers, pati i i
conditions [adhere/cohere] to their care plaf: orflI;/tSSO‘;wt}f] thChmmc

. : . o O i

is especially dangerous because willingness to abiii:n;)e'

This y

recommendations about medication :
; and lifestyl
determine a patient’s fate. tyle changes can

W to diagnose and treat

Al Capone’s seven-year reign as a crime boss ended when he was 33
years old. Federal authorities were intent on jailing Capone, and in
1931 they [persecuted/prosecuted] him for tax evasion, wh,ich was
then a federal crime. During the highly publicized case, the judge
admitted as evidence Capone’s admissions of his income and
unpaid taxes during prior negotiations.

At the age of six, Frederick Douglass began his life as a slave. By the
standards of his time, Douglass often received favored treatment,
but his daily life also included hunger, cold, and savage beatings.
These realities of slavery were an outrage that Douglass refused to
[accept/except] his entire life, and they inspired him to begin a
struggle that would both anger and inspire millions of people.

Modern scientific equipment can be staggeringly difficult to obtain.
For example, take the NanoSIMS probe, an instrument that picks

apart a few atoms at a time. Only 22 exist worlwide. Even widely
ensive and requires significant
a Physics Laboratory,
ents [access/excess] to

used scientific equipment is exp
expertise to run. At the Princeton Plasm
however, the goal is to give high school stud
sophisticated equipment by letting them work remotely.

i ilmed a
her and chemist, has filme
ososter whereby a

high-speed version of electrocrystallization, 2 l?rocess Y
metal in liquid solution forms crystals after Eeed wing in a
electric current. Fornasier wanted to create e o'eci that
dendritic structure, and he [underto"k/overtwk] i

ould i To achieve the correct
i pture them on film. :
affes aﬂow]m:; 2e‘;:ed solutions with a high concentration of

He then let the crystals groW overnight, while a very
ran through the solution-

Emanuele Fornasier, a p
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S
sed word
Glossary of Commonly confu

o 4
sone 1S suffering. Alth-oug.h‘,t i
that some v that someone 15 afflicted

M 1]\1‘5‘10
em; com mon to s

o pain: used
Afflict - v., cause pait ‘t is more

12 e © 3) t"
correct to say that X afflicts someon

with X. % th the
Ex: Because she has been afflicted W ith

has learned to manage it well. S e emphasize 5
o someone. US
> B Aok : suffering u'P(\n SC
Inflict - v., force pain or St ¢ W caho. :
. v ic inflicte n som : /
something is causing pain. X1is mﬂu.ttfi (uf )th oy ~acation to Poughkeepsie on
i:\' Last night at dinner, my aunt inflicted photos

me and my brother.

7 -orv voung, she
condition since she was very y g

hat someone Or

A je during our conversation, but because 1 had not

Ex: My friend alluded to the mov
seen it, I did not understand the reference.

Elude - avoid, evade Pl e full
Ex: By living in the woods and foraging tor food, the escaped convict successtully

eluded capture for almost a month.

Ambivalent - having mixed feelings
Ex: | am ambivalent about having a y
someone look up to me, but on the other han

Ambiguous - unclear, able to be interpreted multiple ways
Ex: The directions for the paper were ambiguous: it wasn't clear whether we needed to

have the teacher approve our sources before we started writing, or whether we could
submit them later.

ounger brother: on one hand, it's nice to have
d, he can be very annoying.

Anecdote - brief story
Ex: History is my favorite class because my teacher always tells amusing anecdotes
about famous historical figures.

Antidote - substance that counteracts a poison

Appraise - evaluate, assess the value of
Ex: After the house was gut-renovated i i
o G and modernized, it was appraised at nearly
Apprise - inform
Ex: Bound by disclosure regulations, the real es

of a number of structural problems with the k. tate agent apprised the potential buyers

use.

Censor - Remove offensive or i
Or Ina i parts
Ex: In pre-Revolutionary France r[;pl‘Opnate

s |l cen .
could be distributed to the » f0yalcensors exercised
public. great power oy !
Censure - Punish er which books
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. te as evidence to support a
Clte - to quo i pp n arg‘[lmEnt or Stat
fx: The AP US History teacher CITED Brown v. Board = ement

Educati i .
that the Supreme Court can reverse a previous decision i a her point

gite - a website
ix: Google, YouTube, and Facebook are the three most visited SITES on the Internet

Collaborate - work with

Fx: Because Leila and I had never gotten along well, I ;

teacher asked us to collaborate on the project. g was none too thrilled when the
Corroborate — confirm, make certain

Fx: After trying in vain to contact the source for several weeks, th :
Jble to corroborate the story. , the reporter was finally

Concede - to admit that something is true or valid
Ex: You can strengthen your thesis in an argumentative essay by CONCEDING a valid
point advanced by a critic.

Confess - to admit or acknowledge that one has committed a crime or is at fault in

some way
Ex: In 1994 at the age of 93 and near death, Christian Spurling CONFESSED that the

photo of the Lock Ness Monster was in fact a hoax.

Descent - n., going down
Ex: Our descent into the cave was made more difficult by the numerous rocks lining

the ground.

Dissent - n., v., go against popular opinion

Ex: Almost the entire class was unanimous in wanting the test postponed until after
vacation; only one student dissented and asked that it be given before.

Disinterested - objective
Ex: Itis crucial that judges be entirely disinterested in the cases over which they

preside: any form of bias would make a fair trial impossible.

Uninterested - not interested
Ex: The child appeared thoroughly uninterested in the toy;
play or engage with it in any way.

he showed no inclination to

Dramatic - sudden and substantial

Ex: The city’s new mass transit system produced a DRA
congestion and air pollution.

Expressive — effectively communicating though
Ex: Jean-Michel Basquiat is remembered for crea
expressed his feelings of outrage at racial injustice.

MATIC decrease in traffic

ts and feelings _
ting EXPRESSSIVE paintings that

gﬁt - draw out :
ecause the teacher’s question seemed sO ridic

Mict - llegal, i
not permitted
s Mthough they attempted to

ulous, it elicited a number of laughs.

hide their presence, the trespassers were arrested for

69
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d (person) physician, no one could

: s e was an emine
f the crime was &

% renowne

Eminent - importan
1 accused ©

Ex: Because the persor
believe that he was guilty. F
an eruption 1s

to occur ' Uftl‘“ Sig“t‘l that
u]uaku

Imminent - about arth

: . 1eanic activity. €
Ex: In regions with heavy volcanic activity,
imminent.

Enrage - to make very angry Parliament to close the

rty enr € fficials P )tillg
14 B 1 Uih( ldl‘ } l‘an
l:‘\: ‘l‘lll‘ “UStO“ ll‘d l’ﬂ ,V n ag

d Britisl

port of Boston.

onies and the British

Exacerbate - to make worse can the <ol

Ex: The Boston Tea Party exacerbated t

Parliament.

ensions betw

Exhaust - to use up; deplete cir fuel supply as the

Ex: The unexpected storm caus

drove extra miles looking for open gas stations.

ed many motorists t0 exhaust th

Fatigue - a feeling of great tiredness; weary
Ex: The athletes experienced great fatigue after comp
sprints.

leting a long series of wind

Exhaustive - thorough
Fx: The search was exhaustive, covering nearly 100 miles and lasting five weeks, but

no one could find any trace of the missing hikers.

Exhausting - tiring

Fx: The calculus final lasted two hours and was so exhausting that I fell asleep as soon
as I arrived home.

Formally - (1) officially; (2) in a refined manner

Ex (1): The council voted to adopt the resolution b
implementing it for six months. 4 n but agreed to delay formaty

Ex (2): My grandmother is a v | v
PR L ery elegant woman: she behaves more formally than

Formerly - in the past

Ex: The largest city in Turkey is no
Constantinople. y w called Istanbul, but it was formerly known as

Hole - a hollow place in a solid bod
: y or surface
Ex: Golfers attempt to use as few shots as possible to hit a ball ;
Whole - all of something; a complete unit all into a hole.

Ex:'T v .
he novel must be judged as a whole ratl 3 o
1! by €xamining its subplots.

;m'plicit - implied, not directly stated
e The_ threat was implicit from the look i
make his anger apparent. TN et
gzn‘;;;lti}clitt;_ris?}?nsible for g in
: e trial, the defendant ins;j o eing bad or §
that he had played no role in i R I‘Otgat " 2:)::(%%?[
Plicit in the crime —

re

he did not need to say a word to
participatin
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[ngenious - clever -
2 Although I was unable to find a solution to the problem, my friend came up with
an ingenious approach —one that was both simple and easy to implement.

Ingenuous: naive

Fx: Senior cif:izens are common targets for con artists because they are perceived as
trusting and ingenuous.

Interdependent - mutually dependent

FEleiiss === ot Interdcpendent relationships among plants and animals are
the key to understanding a complex ecosystem.

[nterpersonal - relating to relationships or communication between people

Ex: The manager demonstrated impressive interpersonal skills that enabled her to
enjoy a positive rapport with a variety of employees.

Lay - set something down; followed by a noun
Ex: Before going to sleep, I usually lay my phone on the table beside my bed.

Lie - stretch out, e.g. to lie down; not followed by a noun
Ex: After hiking for nearly five hours, I was relieved to be able to lie down.

Precede - come before
Ex: The beginning of the assembly was preceded by a long list of announcements.

Proceed - to go forward, carry on
Ex: After insisting that he would not raise taxes if elected, the politician proceeded to
do just the opposite.

Use to - does not exist

Used to - (1) accustomed to; (2) indicates a frequently performed action in the past

Ex (1): 'm used to waking up at 6 am. to get to school on time, so this year I was
thrilled to discover my first class didn’t begin until 8:30.

Ex (2): I used to wake up early to play soccer every Saturday morning, but recently I've
been sleeping late on weekends.
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Wrong Connotation s that have similar literal meanings pyg'
né ¢
i i lves words
: sstion INVO
> g-word ques
A second type of wror . |
i different contexts. / 4] |
that are used in different ¢ | B« ey o e The.v ?L
e lltO , test are written in a moderately serious,
SAT n - > ' i :
SAII ery i’)r casual, but somewhere in between,_
iterar £

the type of writing that is expected in college,
e

In addition, these questions test rverg::sl:etl;m
majority of the passages ‘that appea S
straightforward style. They are nc e
Essentially, they are intended to appr

p i >ct answers are
i t. Note that incorrec :
{s that are too informal are unlikely to be corile"elc - or example, College Bou
As a re_sult, words : ian words that are too casual or colloqu 0()"ib|le o -
i hkelyf todm;:lca to a snap; outweigh to outdo; forgo to say g 1
writers prefer doable snap;
to spot-on.

U" ()l'l]]lale th t (‘l wll ( Il WOr i (..‘(.l ona i\len exam., he ‘V"

: i own (simple) word and then
ight find it helpful to plug in your " 4
4 ymlll %Et il:lécl‘:e’zsl:?:tzf\r;ﬁ;:\; i:t%e answers. Sometimes — though not always — the differences ir
search for

i i i is strategy to be effective.
meaning between the answers will be just big enough for this gy

Guided Practice

1. As more shops and transport networks adapt to swipe-

based cards and touch-and-go mobile technology, many

A)
- 2legatin
major cities around the world are in the process of B) relegating
°) insultin
M knocking off cash to second-class status. Shops, cafes, © 8
D) expellin
and buses in some large urban areas are have begun ) RS0

refusing to handle notes or coins.

Devaluing, relegating, insulting,
refuting the importance of some

Knocking off can either refer
The boy walked into the statue and k
producing a cheap imitation of an

but it had clearly been knocked off). H
in status. It does not have quite the

Relegating means “sendin

g to an inferior
cash is now perceived as h

aving second clgs

ing out,” but it js

expelled from school, byt cash cannot

B) is the best match, so it ig correct,

and expelling are all n
thing, but they all have

i typically used in
be ”Expelled"

to pushing something to the ground from a higher position (e.
nocked it off its pedestal);
expensive good (e.g. The |

owever, this word cannot be used to describe cash’s reducti‘j
right connotation, ang it i

position,” which
s-status. This wor

egative words that imply criticizing o1
different connotations.

d is therefore an exact match.

school-
to a lower status. D)

NO CHANGE

or, more colloquially, it can mear
abel on the handbag said Louis Vuitton

s also too informal.

fits with the idea that in some place

related context. A student can "'
is wrong as well.
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Let's look at another example.

ith camera in hand, botanist Ed Croom has been _
; hing Rowan Oak for more than a decade. He A) NO CHANGE
PhotO%'rai]zs the Oxford, Mississippi, property where B)..bound
oftlelT ‘[:Faulk“er wrote his novels, just before the sun C) stashed
:iiil_am hat time, the landscape is still [P cloaked in D) constrained

(. and the crowds of tourists have not yet begun to
[TI]S )

ickle in for tours of the property.

If you wanted to plu.g in your own word here, you might say something like covered. Based on the
context, that seems like the most logical definition.

Then, consider the answers.

If you're not sure you like how cloaked sounds, leave it. It's a synonym for covered, so consider it
a possibility.

Bound means “tied up,” and it has a distinctly negative connotation. In contrast, the passage is
describing a peaceful morning scene. So no, this word does not make sense.

Stashed is a little on the casual side. For example, you might stash candy under your bed. It
doesn’t really fit with the image of mist and mountains. C) can thus be eliminated as well.

Constrained means “limited,” which doesn’t make a lot of sense either. If you don’t know what
this word means, think of it this way: the new SAT is designed to focus on “relevant” words, so
provided that you have a solid vocabulary, you should generally know the definitions of correct
answers. Conversely, if you don’t know the definition of a word, it's probably too formal and
therefore incorrect.

So by process of elimination, we've determined that the answer is A).

On the next page, try a few on your own.
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- A) NOCHANGE
~ B) gathered

C) hoarded

D) convened
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Independent Practice, All Question Types: Set #1

1o term wyarietal honey” refers to the honey
The

: o a single type of blossom. Every type of
e

pas its OWN flavor and sugar composition, which
pectal

ods on the flower that produces it. As a result, the
depe

oney reflects the
avannah Bee Company was i founded on that

unique taste of the bloom. In 1999, the

: rincipal. Today, the business produces nearly a dozen

sarieties of honey, each of which reflects its unique origin.

2. For 52 consecutive weeks, the designers Giorgia Lupi
and Stefanie Posavec sent illustrations to one another. The
two women had made a pact: to create one hand-drawn

data visualization per week. The drawings might represent
how many animals one designer saw in a given seven-day
period, or every time one designer felt a n surge of envy.
These colorful,, curious postcards now fill the pages of

Dear Data, the permanent record of their project.

3. When people write about music, they often borrow
from the realms of the other senses. High passages arc said
{0 “soar,” and sad music is described as “blue.” For people
with synesthesia, however, these words are not just
metaphors. These individuals experience “crossing over”

of the senses: the sound of a particular note may MM ilticit

visions of purple of orange. Alternately, certain tastes may

be associated with particular shapes or colors.

75

A) NO CHANGE

B) founded on that principle.
C) finding on that principle.
D) found on that principal.

A) NO CHANGE
B) heap

C) stack

D) accretion

A) NO CHANGE
B) elicit

C) extract

D) compress
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4. The discovery of penicillin, the first antibiotic, wa

among the most famous accidents in medical history. In
fact, when the British scientist Alexander Fleming arrived

. . . . \ . 1Q) > 8
in his laboratory one morning in September of 1928, he had

no idea that he was about to make a discovery that would
II have a permanent affect on the course of medical

history.

5. When the digital currency bitcoin was first
introduced, people predicted that it would soon replace the

dollar. However, the same things that made the technology
altractive also made it impractical. For one thing, it

required a type of unreliable and hard-to-use software

called a wallet. Bitcoins were also difficult to n attain

and spend. There were few distributors, and only a small

number of merchants accepted them —the currency
was just Loo new.

6.  The challenge of protecting yourself

online can feel so
overwhelming that

it can be lempling to give up on security
altogether. There’s no question that preventing

unauthorized users from gaining n access of your data is

something of a hassle. However, simple steps such as

setting up a password manager and making backups of
your files can go along way toward ensuring that your

confidential information remains safe.

A)
B)
)
D

~—

A)
B)
)
D)

A)
B)
)
D)

)
D)

B)
C)
D)

76

NO CHANGE

NO CHANGE

be permanently affective to
permanently affect
permanently effect

NO CHANGE
retain

obtain

contain

excepted them
excepting for
expecting them

along way toward
a long way toward
a long way
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A) NO CHANGE
B) undone.

C) overlooked.
D) deleted.

her work had NO CHANGE

an eminent
a big-time
a conspicuous

school she was

- NO CHANGE
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10. In2011,I1BM in partnership with the New York City

Department of Fducation, launched the Pathways in
Technology Farly College High School, known as P-Tech.
The program blends the traditional four-year high school
experience with two years of college. Along the way, IBM
provides mentors and internships; the company also gives
preference for full-time Jobs to P

workplace tours n

-tech graduates and offers
L0 prospective interns.

P-Tech students take college courses as soon as they
demonstrate they are ready. Because employers help shape
the curriculum, graduates are thought to have a better
chance of landing a job then graduates of traditional
high school Programs do. And because of the advantages it
Provides, the program could ultimately have a sj gnificant

effect on problemg such as high youth unemployment
and low community college completion rates.

A)
B)
Q)
D)

A)
B)
Q)
D)

A)
B)
®)
D)

78

NO CHANGE ‘
by prospective
for perspective
with perceptive

NO CHANGE !
than
as

that

NO CHANGE
affect to

affect on
affection for
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A) NO CHANGE

B) respectfully.
C) respectively.
D) effectively.

Messhaping |
B | A) NO CHANGE

B) vulnerable to be censured.

C) vulnerable to censure.

vulnerable to being censored.
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4. Begun in Sweden, the Hoffice movement invites
workers —freelancers, entrepreneurs, or full-time
employees who can do their jobs remotely —to work at
each other’s homes in order to n uphold productivity and
reduce social isolation. Those attending pop-up Hoffice
events, which are advertised online, are typically asked to

work silently in blocks of around 45 minutes. In between,

the group takes breaks together to exercise, meditate, Or

simply share antidotes over a cup of coffee.

5. From time it was founded, the Chicago Tribune was
an active participant in the life of Chicago as well as a
standard-bearer for innovative journalism. During the
paper’s formative years, the Tribune was a leading anti-
slavery newspaper; it also played [J[] apart in the election
of President Lincoln. In 1881, the Tribune played a key
role in reinvigorating the city after the Great Chicago Fire,

helping to lure business to the rebuilt city.

6. Machine learning is the process by which software
developers train an Al (Artificial Intelligence) algorithm,
using massive amounts of data relevant to the task at hand.
Eventually the algorithm “learns” to n cohere to the
patterns in the initially provided data, enabling it to
recognize similar patterns in unfamiliar data. In the past
decade, machine learning has produced speech recognition
software, effective web searches, and self-driving cars.
It is so pervasive that you probably use it dozens of times a

day without knowing it.
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A) NO CHANGE
B) bolster
C) revup
D) reform

A) NO CHANGE
B) antidotes with
C) anecdotes over
D) anecdotes with

NO CHANGE
apart from
C) apartin

D) a part

A) NO CHANGE
B) chase

C) trap
snare

NO CHANGE
B) cohere with

C) adhere to
cling to

NO CHANGE
B) affective

C) affectionate
D) infectious
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pafey years, people could be eating the next
n
of genetjca]ly altered foods —potatoes that

R
-

aeralio”
poer 01

of faty acids. T
onelhing is different about these foods. Although a Jaw

prown or soybeans that contain a healthier mjx

here might also be no indication that

l uldsoon require genetically modified ingredients to pe

| a gisclosed on labels, this new type of gene editing falls
uiside of current regulations. As a result, foods grown
it the help of this technology will likely Bl allude the

delection of cONSUMETS.

| 8. The Cinderella story told by Disney is a variation on a
common theme: a heroine is [ prosecuted by an envious
siepmother, who ridicules her and treats her like as servant,
but she eventually escapes to marry a prince. There are

many versions of the Cinderella story, though. Some

versions leave out the fairy Godmother; instead, magical
anis or talking animals are implicit in the heroine’s
“cape. Another detail that changes is what Cinderella has
onher feet. In the Disney version, she’s wearing glass
Sippers, but out of nearly 350 versions of the story, a glass
Sipper appears in only six.

* Pedal

ssisted riding does
nce. In addition,

ight frames and
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A) NO CHANGE
B) imported
C) blabbed about
D) uncovered

A) NO CHANGE
B) elude

C) confound

D) reject

A) NO CHANGE
B) prosecuted as
C) persecuted by
D) persecuted for

A) NO CHANGE
B) complicit in

C) complied with
D) complicated by

NO CHANGE
B) ambivalent
C) hazy

D) vague

A) NO CHANGE
B) usedas
C) usedto
D) usingto
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10. Science fiction movies often feature memory chip

: 3 in
tronic devices that are n supplanted by the brai

tiny elec
heir lives

and that allow people to recall every moment of t

in perfect detail. Now, life is imitating art. Theodore

hern

Berger, a biomedical engineer at the University of Sout

California, is developing a so-called memory “prosthesis.”
The device, which is surgically placed directly into the
brain, mimics the function of a structure called the
hippocampus by electrically [l stimulating the brain to

form memories—at least in rats and monkeys. Eventually,
the technology could help individuals inflicted on

memory problems, such as stroke and accident victims.

A) NO CHANGE
B) implemenled with
C) implanted by

D) implanled in

A) NO CHANGE
B) simulating the brain in forming

C) simulating the brain to form
D) emulating the brain to form

NO CHANGE
B) inflicted by

C) afflicted with
D) conflicted with
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subject is if, so affects must be used.

follows the, so the noun effect is required; the second word is a
s must be used.
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‘wry is a]lowmg Stlldenls to w,
being given access to (that s, i r‘ork
yt make sense at all here. 'ght

gned a creative scientific task :
kis consistent with the ideq .y "
omeone else in a competitio, .

\ " and
rd, effect is correct because ¢,

(¥ Wol-d

 data to send back to scientists o,
llected.” Stacked up is a genera]
rded implies that the probe wpg

 the passage indicates. B) can thys pe
i ually used in context of people
r. That leaves B): gathered is ,

ect word must therefore mean
0 casual, so B) and C) can be

g closer to “brought about,”
nym for achieved and correctly

he Savannah Bee Company
unded, meaning that eithet

“or “most important,” butt
inciple fits that requiremen’

'3 sensation of envy:
not have the cor™! 0
k onto it). Surge (1
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3.B

does not make sense here. Likewis

pull it out of anoth ;
s ; er ob :
inconsistent with the idea of music Ject, a meaning that

o:grbgld' Or constrict,” a definition that is
¢d Visions in people with synesthesia.

€, CoMipress means
al noteg producing C

ward, and the construction affective to is
d a verb must follow would. C) is correct
es the verb affect and creates a logical

not idiomatic. D) is incorrect because effect is a noun an
because the adverb permanently appropriately mbc’iifi
meaning. :

51C

e e

: 52 : ¢ e ; oes not make sense to say that they could not attain
(achieve) bitcoins. Retain would imply that bitcoin users could not get rid of their bitcoins
whereas the passage implies the opposite when it states that only a small number of merchant;
accepted them. Contain would imply that bitcoins users could not keep their money under control,
an idea that is unsupported by the passage and that does not make a lot of sense.

52A

The correct word must be a verb that corresponds to the subject merchants. It must also be
consistent with the idea that bitcoins were difficult to use. Accept is a verb with the correct
meaning. Logically, bitcoins were impractical because few merchants were willing/able to
receive them. B) and C) use the homophone except, which means “without” and which does not
make sense in this context. Likewise, D), expecting, makes far less sense than accepted. It also
creates a grammatically unacceptable construction.

6.1B

# whereas excess means “more than what is necessary.” Only
the discussion of passwords and computer files, making
1l because one gains access to something, not access of

Access means “the ability to obtain,
the first word makes sense in context of
C) and D) correct. A) is incorrect as We
something.

6.2C

alls for an adjective describing way, ies
ect because this answer creates an
lugged into the sentence. The word

hereas the passag_e C
B). D) is also incorr

Along means “beside” or “next to,” W
5« il
ensuring) when it is p

way. That eliminates A) and
tical construction (a long W4y
, making C) correct.
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71C

¢ t of her work has been i

The passage implies that Jansson is upset that an -lm([:(r:(tia . t(;l;:?zced means “left out,” whicgl?(::lrs:s' |

so the correct word must mean Sl““"ﬂ"ng-::fl:m:g“ﬁon can be omitted from a document, byt the
1

B piecetoff an artist’s work. Undone means “taken apart,” whicp
same cannot really be said for an aspect 0 . “taken out of.” That '
dc-e.: :\otn:n.\ke sel&‘ here: neither does deleted, w}“ih rsl:i:;sin c&(lmtext. C) is thus corrfl::.ves
overlooked, which means “(accidentally) ignored AN IRRECS

728B

PN i rson. A
[mmunent means “about to occur,” a deﬁmhqn vy ca-l'\ notdd(?SC;:)b;izteP[i with th?l;((;};amtﬁre
logical descriptor is eminent, which means “important” and 15 ted. Big-time has the rj %
Jansson grew up in an environment in which artistic e e"f,’ec d: 8 " whs i right
meaning but is far too casual, and conspicuous means “obvious” or “standing out,” which is not
the right connotation.

81D

Given the context of the Mayo Clinic, the word in question is clearly intended to fefer to people
seeking medical treatment, i.e. patients. (Patience means “waiting without complaint.”) D) is the
only answer to include the correct form, so it must be correct by default. The different
constructions in A)-C) are distractions.

82cC

This question tests two different sets of homophones simultaneously. To simplify things, start by
considering each pair separately. Logically, the phrase is saying that employees are expected to
accept the rule that patients are of primary importance. The first word must therefore mean
something like “go along with,” and the second word must mean something like “rule.” Cohere
means “hold together logically,” which does not fit. An argument can cohere or not cohere, but a
person must adhere to a rule. That eliminates A) and B). Next, principal can either mean “most

important” or “head of a school,” neither of which fits here. D) can be eliminated. In C), principle
is similar to rule and is a much more logical fit for the sentence.

S1A

The passage is clearly talking about future events, as indicated by the phrase In the next few

decades. In contrast, precede refers to something that
eliminated. B) can be eliminated as well bec § that came before. As a result, C) and D) can be

ause it crea : 2
plugged back into the sentence. (Note: be tes an ungrammatical construction when

Given the context of car man i corroborate

A much more logical meaning is that eno: (support, Prove) does not make a lot of sense.
new parts. A) and B) can thus be elm\mtﬁmm TSt work together, i.e. collaborate to produce
be followed by on here; it is grammaticallv C) can bee]mli.nated as well because collaborate must
afterward. That leaves D), which is correct Unacceptable for 5 noun to be placed immediately
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101A

on the context of the passage, the word in
me interns, i.e. prospective interns. Perspecti
sone with a highly developed ability to notice detaj]

rect because by prospective interns implies that the p(;tse?lt?

iew,” and perceptive describes
) a‘nd D) can be eliminated. B) is
al interns are the ones giving the

Thate
10.2B

The passage is comparing P-tech graduates to graduates of traditi
should always be used to form comparisons, so B) is corre:t_ aditional programs. Than, not then,

103A

The correct word follows a (a significant _______), so the nou i p
the only possible answer. n effect is required. That makes A)

All Question Types: Set #2

1.C

Respectably means “in a respectable (socially acceptable) manner;” respectfully means “in a
respectful manner;” and effectively means “in an effective” manner.” None of those words makes
sense in context. A far more logical word is respectively, which serves to make clear that 68% of
the universe is composed of dark energy, and 27% of the universe is made up of dark matter. C)

is thus correct.

2.D

Censured means punished, something that can only be done to a person or group o'f people: A
much more logical meaning is that Cerf and his colleagues are attempting to prevent information
from being censored —that is, blocked or partially reported in order to eliminate cor.xtroversxal or
offensive viewpoints. D) is the only answer that includes the correct version of this word, so it

must be correct. The different constructions in A)-C) are simply a distraction.

3.D

Aspire means “strive” or “have the goal of achieving.” Her;:::i,nlil({nwevelri;Il t%le ;nmrezt)v;zild gu;tr l;al
similar to “cause.” Only inspire is consistent with that definition, € Imete Ao
though C) provides thg correct version of the word, thlS answer does not m:fkc:h Eravf:rleat;;aé
sense when it is plugged into the sentence. D) contains the correct version

creates a clear and logical construction, making it correct.

" To uphold something is to keep

o 5 like tlim rove. >, N
orrect word must mean sog;e;ir];‘f A)can bg oliminated. Rev up means “energize

(high) level, not to imErO_ D), reform, is used to describe someone who has
informal, so C) can bfielliﬂ;lﬁ:eaﬂ'mg) 'thf does not make sense here ;t all. The most
e r o, ML e

Y
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42C

Given that the passage offers no indication that the workers have been poisoned, a discu
antidotes (medicines that can counteract toxic substance) would make no sense. In contra
entirely reasonable that these workers would swap anecdotes, or stories. A) and B) can ¢
eliminated. D) can be eliminated as well because it can be reasonably assumed that the w
are sharing stories with one another over a cup of coffee, not that workers are sharing
stories with a cup of coffee.

§1C

Logically, the sentence is intending to say that the Tribune played a role, i.e. a part, in Ling
election. Apart means “separate from” and does not make sense in context, so A) and B) ¢
eliminated. D) can also be eliminated because a part must be followed by in. That leaves C), w
correctly uses a part to indicate that the Tribune played a role in making Lincoln President.

5.2A

The correct word must indicate that the Tribune played a large part in getting businesses tom
to Chicago after the fire of 1871. Logically, it must mean something like “attract.” Chase, trap,
snare all have distinctly negative connotations, whereas lure is more positive and implies that
Tribune portrayed Chicago in a flattering light in order to make businesses want to set up sl
there. A) is thus correct.

61C

Cohere means “hold together logically,” which does not quite fit here. An argument can co
but a machine “learning” to identify patterns in data must follow, or adhere fo, those pattern
That eliminates A) and B). D) does not fit either because cling to would imply that the compu
was physically holding onto something rather than acquiring pattern-recognition skills.

6.2A

Effective is the adjective form of effect and refers to something that has a strong impact. Here
implies that the web searches permitted by machine learning are successful —a logical mea
given the passage’s discussion of inventions made possible by machine learning. A) is th
correct. Affective does exist (it means “causing emotions”), but the chance of it appearing as
correct answer on the SAT is virtually zero. Affectionate means “having great tenderness towar¢
which does not make sense at all. That eliminates C). Infectious describes something that spreac
easily, e.g. a virus, so D) clearly does not fit either. A) is thus correct.

71A

Logically, the correct word must mean something like “revealed.” Imported is a word oOfte
associated with food, but it refers to bringing crops and goods in from a different place, no
informing consumers about the contents of their food. B) can be thus be eliminated. Blabbed abo
is far, far too slangy and casual, so C) can eliminated as well. D) is incorrect because uncover
implies that the ingredients are literally being hidden from view. A) is correct because
standard English, information is disclosed in order to inform the public about health-relate
issues.

88
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_ confuse,” which does
connotation: people can reject foods, but

t reject anything. El £ id” “
{s cannot rej ything. Elude means “avoid” ¢ vade” and correctly describes foods that

foo I “e

ill remain undetectable, making B) correct.

81C

Prosecuted refer§ to the ac.t of charging a person with a crime
much more logical scenario here is that Cinderella’s stepmoth:e
her out of envy. The only possible options are therefore C) and D

.D)d t
becal_lSe_a p.erson can be persecute.d for a belief or a physical c%lara)cte(r)ic;;ii: Ob:tlallirzentliz
implication is that the stepmother is the one doing the persecuting — that is ’the heroine is
persecuted by her stepmother. That leaves C), which is correct. i

and that is not the case here. A
t persecuted (harassed, punished)

8.2B

Implicit describes something that is implied or understood without being directly stated, a
meaning that does not make sense in the case of talking animals. A) can thus be eliminated. A
much more logical meaning is that the magical plants and talking animals are complicit in the
heroine’s escape— that is, they help her to escape. C), complied with (“went along with”), does not
make grammatical sense: someone can comply with a rule or an order, but it is unacceptable to
say that the plants/animals are complied with the heroine’s escape. D) is incorrect because
complicated implies exactly the opposite of what the passage is saying: the plants and animals aid
in Cinderella’s escape rather than make it harder. B) is the only answer that is both grammatical
and logical, so it is correct.

91B

The passage indicates that cycling enthusiasts have mixed. feelings about e-bikes: thgy etx;{oy the
higher speeds but find the experience lacking and the bikes clunky. In _ot?ert wCor }f’ eiz :g
ambivalent. A meaning can be ambiguous, but a person can only be amlf;va e]r; - t)fm :?(l;r i
casual, and neither it nor D), vague, conveys the idea of having mixed feelings. B) 3

92C

and the passage indicates that serious c.yclists do not
mal tomed to lightweight frames. Ttt;?t ehrlr}llt;atez ﬁxgeznuds
i nse to say that the cyclists ar
akes C) the answer. B) is incorrect because it makes no se y R

: 151
hghtWﬂght frames. Clearly, a person caprot bea: vz]l;.e i)
matical construction, eliminating Hiakans et

L_Is"d to, not use to, means “accustomed to,”
like e-bikes in part because they are accis
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ain, so the correct worg Must
mplemented means “put Pve:
escribes the act of placip, o

\ be eliminated because to sa
brain does the implanting itsef
placed in the brain, a myc},

ession of something being rea],
s be eliminated. Likewise, tq
er. D) can thus be eliminated,

n to form memories, so A) is

cted (by). The only answer to

1ess on a person, but a person

cted means “torn” or “having
D) incorrect as well.

t
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Transitional Words & Phrases

How By times have you used the words for example and however in your essays for school?
Most writers use these common words on a regular basis. Now, let us ask you another question:
How many times have you used the words in fact, conversely, and consequently in your essays?
You probably use these words a lot less frequently than you use for example and however.

For example, however, in fact, conversely, and consequently are all transitional words. A transition is a

change or shif’f, a_nd that is exactly the function these words perform in a sentence. They signal a
change or a shift in an author’s presentation of thoughts.

College Board test writers are aware of the important role transitional words play in good

writing. That’s why the SAT Writing and Language test typically includes 4-6 questions designed
to test your understanding of transitional words and phrases.

We have good news and bad news about transitional words. The good news is that the College
Board draws its correct answers from a pool of only about 25 words. The bad news is that you
must have a precise understanding of what these words mean and how they are used.

Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson to the Rescue

Is it possible for Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson to help you deliver a “people’s elbow” to the SAT
transitional questions? At first glance, this is an absurd question. After all, Johnson is a former
wrestling champion and a current action adventure movie star. Wouldn’t a detailed glossary of
terms be more helpful than the Rock’s “people’s elbow?” Before you dismiss Johnson as an
irrelevant distraction, bear with us and read the following passage about him.

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson is now one of the world’s best-known and most highly
paid celebrities. He is a former WWE wrestling champion and a star in the hugely
successful Fast and Furious movie franchise. In addition, People Magazine named

Johnson 2016’s “World’s Sexiest Man.”

Success has not always come easily to Johnson. As a promising football player at the

. : . Tohnson hoped to have a professional career playin_g in the NFL.
e d his drgam and left him dejected and impoverished. “1

However, an injury ende :
i 1 members, “and I had seven bucks to my name.”

looked in my pocket,” Johnson re

tertainment company appropriately named Seven
Ty e avccs a0 o grapy,preparig e movi
projects, and creating a YouTube channel. Johnson’s popularity 1:h5°a; 1(;":)8— '1‘1?_ isa
charismatic entertainer with a global reach that extende? to mor(; .fﬁan o ;nt:e :1(2:) :
followers on various platforms. Accmdif‘gly' Ko IIIOW. : t;Ie :ﬁcclessful care[::roof
foreign markets because he knows the pivotal role they play in

a contemporary movie star.
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ontains interesting details about Johnson’s career. Eag,
] ; of ideas. In the first para
iti word that directs the flow 0 e
paragraph.feat;lfe;ra keynt;?ilf;?:lgzninﬁnues the writer's line of t'hought‘ by providing anothey
ii;f;;:’;tfl:i‘;y ;)ohzssf)r: is one of the world’s best known and most highly paid celebrities.

The short passage on the previous page ¢

8 i ice how the word howper
al word. Did you notice 10weper
The second paragraph also uses a key transition ; i _
signals a revpersalgTinpthe sequence of events in Johnson's c.are:[l.'? Ist 1};: O:C(iisf ilgcigt;arft between
Johnson’s hopes for a professional football career and the disastrous imp jury.

6 rcordingly to logically connect twq

i i aph uses the transitional word accordingl: Gy :
It;u;zlé){l,t;h?rht:u;i)afgf;hp begins by describing Johnson's current_ activities _‘md soar.mg
popularity. We learn that he has over 100 million followers. So how will he use his popularity?

The transitional word accordingly captures the cause-and-effect relationship between Johnson’s
popularity and his goal of reaching an international market.

Types and Importance of Transitional Relationships

The words in addition, however, and accordingly illustrate three basic transitional relationships
tested in the SAT Writing and Language section.

* Inaddition and words like for example are part of a group of transitional words that signal
a continuation or extension of a thought.

* However and words like instead and conversely are part of a group of transitional words
that signal a reversal or contrast between two thoughts.

Accordingly and words like therefore and consequently are part of a group of transitional
words that signal a cause-and-effect relationship between two thoughts.

The 4-5 transition questions comprise the largest single cluster of items on the Writing and
Language test. Taken together, they are worth about 10% of your Writing and Language score.

The chart on the following page provides a list of common transitions along with their purposes.
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&
: Reverse

Altemately
Altematively
(Al)though
But
Conversely
Despite
Even so
Even though
However

In contrast
In spite of
Instead
Meanwhile
Nevertheless
Nonetheless
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I Harold Garfinkle, a leader in the field of 1 ]
ethnomethodology, has developed a number of techniques
for uncovering hidden social patterns. In one experiment,
Garfinkle’s students deliberately injected confusion into D) Forexample,
Casual conversations. n However, when asked, “How are
you?” one student unexpectedly replied: “How am I in

regard to what? My health, my finances, my peace of

mind?”

How to Answer Transition Questions

We will examine each of the three transitional relationships in mU_C.h gres:;ig;};a'l' But first, ley's
take a detailed look at the steps you should follow to answer transition q .

Consider the following example:

A) NO CHANGE
B) Alternatively,
C) Accordingly,

Step 1: Cross out the transitional word or phrase

As soon as you encounter a transition question, use your pencil to cross out the underlined
phrase or word. Transition questions are about what words mean, not how they sound in a
sentence. A word that sounds fine to you might create a completely illogical relationship.

Hoewever, when asked, “How are you?” one student unexpectedly replied: “How am [
in regard to what? My health, my finances, my peace of mind?”

Sentence 1:  In one experiment, G

Sentence 2: ]_‘INII::n ;zk:(:i, ":Io7w are you?” one stydent unexpectedly replied: “How am I
8 What? My health, my finances, my peace of mind?”
In the first sentence we learn that Garfinkle’
: ” S stud i
sentence describes how the students caused confu:ir:)ts dtihbe
an unusual way). Those are similar ideas, and o tranI;i(ﬁoiy

rately caused confusion. The second

responded to a common question in
must reflect that fact.
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A Closer Look at Continuation Words

Continuers are transitional words that add information, introducfl e:;‘:;gli;’p?:g’ t:trl:ls:w::
points, and elaborate on preceding points. They are the 1:1105t frt:lc']uel}llm): 1d not come as o
words, comprising just over half of all transition q-uestlo{ls. T‘fls s 1 vrovide different (I
because the new SAT is designed to test your ability to identity and p
evidence. These words lead the reader to additional evidence.

A. Key Words and Key Points

1. FOR EXAMPLE and FOR INSTANCE

Both phrases indicate that a relevant example will follow. They ]‘ead the r;ader. to speci
examples that support a previous point or claim. Note that for example and for instance 2
the most frequently tested continuers.

2. IN FACT, INDEED, IN PARTICULAR ,
These phrases and words add emphasis to a previous statement. In fact and indeed are #
second most frequently tested continuers.

3. IN ADDITION, ALSO, MOREOVER, FURTHERMORE, and BESIDES 1
These phrases and words signal that the next sentence will add another example or po:

Itis important to note that besides is often used as a wrong answer.

4. SIMILARLY, LIKEWISE, and BY THE SAME TOKEN

The words and phrases mean “in the same wa

y.” They continue an argument by maki
a comparison between two points.

5. SUBSEQUENTLY

This word indicates that an action or event logically follows another action or event. Yo
should be able to substitute next and then to confirm that subsequently is correct. '

B. Guided Practice: Continuation Questions

Example #1
1.~ String theory is a broad theoretical framework that m.ég%g;m

addresses many questions about nature’s most fundamental A) NO CHANGE .
constituents and forces. ;] Alternatively, scientists are B) By contrast,

applying string theory to problems such as early universe C) However,

cosmology and black hole physics. D) For instance,

The correct answer is D). For instance si

: e h gnals continuation by j : E 2
examples that d!ustrate how string theory addresses g numbe Y mtrodycmg a list of spec
Jundamental constituents and force T of questions about nature

¥ : 6
et > Snswer choices A), B), and C) can be eliminated since all th

Scanned with CamScanner



Example #2:

sociologists Robert and Helen Lynd opened an offjce
"'ﬂsm Jll Midwestern town they referred to as
n

otown” and spent the next 18 months gathering

apidd!
. puring this time, the Lynds participated as fully as

siblem all phases of community life. B3 Conversely,
examined documentary materials, compiled statistical

they
ables. conducted interviews, and administered

questionnaircs.

A) NO CHANGE
B) In addition,
C) However,

D) Despite this,

’_I'he correct answer is B). In addition signals continuation by introducing a list of examples that
illustrate how Robert and Helen Lynd studied community life. Answer choices A), C), and D) can

be eliminated since they are all reversal words.

Example #3
3. Suzanne Bell, a psychologist at DePaul University, s
i i HANGE
has been attempting to determine how NASA can create g)) ;I;) Cf :
erefore,
the most effective team for a long-term mission to Mars. e
One of her discoveries is that people with more outgoing D) Hence,
i i ha
personalities may not be partlcularly well suited to suc
: > : i
mission. Spacecraft simulations have revealed tha
i ized b
extroverted team members are likely to be ostraclz yd
EY In other wOrds.
other members who were are reserved. In oth b
- . 0o to environme
ard time adjusting '
extroverts may have 2 h . £ o =
where there's little opportunity for n
i s said-
interactions, the researcher | .
pegun by the transition introduces a new point suppfnrh;(gj
is C). The sentence gu * to Mars. Choices B) and D) can be elimina
L o o s ars i el wiii tra"’e and no question can have more than one
MG aning, ; :
e L e they o the‘ sa.me s = it does not restate or clarify the previous
diately beder=. an be climinated because
Immeec wer. Choic€ A) ¢
corr
poirlt-
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Example #4

4. On December 1, 1955, a Montgomery bus driver

ordered Rosa Parks to give up her seat to a white
passenger. Even though Parks knew that her actions would
undoubtedly result in a fine and a night in jail, she did not
waver. In a calm and steady voice, she answered with just
one word: “No!” Subsequently, Parks’ courageous
action inspired outraged African Americans led by her
minister, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., to boycott the

Montgomery buses.

The correct answer is A). Subsequently signals that the Montgomery bus boycott OCCUCEERS
Parks refused to give up her seat. That makes sense because it is logical to assume that Park
decision inspired the boycott. Choices B), C), and D) do not establish this relationship.

| ;

. A) NO CHANGE
B) Previously,

C) Instead,

D) However,

98
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A Closer Look at Reversal Worgs

A. Key Words and Key Points

1. HOWEVER and ALTHOUGH

These key words si : :

B ontraei b emeeng;i:)aglsﬁc?t:o; toa point stated in a preceding sentence. Be alert for

LIt Omprises about ¢ ghis. However is by far the most frequently tested reversal
wo-thirds of all the questions testing reversal words.

2. INSTEAD

.S C mmonl s rn i
lfht] £ o . y used word means “in place of” or “a substitute for.” Although instead is
often used as a wrong answer, it has on very rare occasions also been correct.

3. CONVERSELY, IN CONTRAST, and ON THE OTHER HAND

Both words introduce a statement or idea that reverses one that has just been made or
referred to. They signal that the author’s thoughts will move in a contrary or opposite
direction.

4. DESPITE

This reversal word means “in spite of.” For example, we won the game despite facing
overwhelming odds.

5. NONETHELESS, NEVERTHELESS, and NOTWITHSTANDING

All three are interchangeable synonyms meaning “despite this” or “however.”

6. ALTERNATIVELY
Signals the presentation of another option or different choice.

B. Guided Practice: Reversal Questions

Example #5
5. : [ 5 8 :
Atthe time of the Trojan War, sometime around the 2 o
el i D HOCHL I
century B.C.E., aristocratic women led lives of B) Infact
" Rlative n {
| ¢independence. [J§] For example, centuries [ater Gytlovieren
 Womep ; .
“Vin Greek cities lived under severe constraints. D) Mofeoxer,

eversal or contrast to the situation described in the
ar

: ionals : lative independence
e s O, Hoor B eimp. g cophst ‘A, B), and D) can be
5 rst fSevtence. The phiase seve?‘f-:i:ii’ing o Homeric period- .C; glcilsle pz;ssaée.
ghnm\a_e"_lo“::z be;cqoyedﬂ? y i;\v?lli::‘ae:; a continuation that is not justified by

ause they

R

99

Scanned with CamScanner



6.

images of affluent courtesans and actors who were the
customary subject of ukiyo-e prints. n Similarly, his
work focused on the daily life of everyday Japanese people D) Without doubt,

from all walks of life.

Example #7
7. The 1950s offered two contrasting lifestyles. Prizing B
conformity and material comfort, many Americans chose A) NO CHANGE

to live in the nation’s new suburbs. Alternatively, a
small infl ia a j “square”

all but influential group of Beats rejected the “square D) Consequently,
suburban lifestyle and chose to live spontaneous lives in

urban enclaves such as Greenwich Village in New York

City.

Hokusai moved away from the tradition of making ;

Example #6

A) NO CHANGE
B) Instead,
&) For example,

The correct answer is B). Instead signals a reversal or contrast be_tween the traditional ¢
subjects of ukiyo-¢ art and the new everyday people whom Hokusai chose to portray. Choices:
C), and D) do not signal this contrast.

B) Also,
C) For instance,

The correct answer is A). Alternatively signals a contrast between the suburban lifestyle and 1
Beat lifestyle. Choices B) and C) can be eliminated because they both signal a continuation
not present in the example. Choice D) can be eliminated because it signals a cause-and
relationship that is not present in the example. :
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A Closer Look at Cause-and-Effect Wo d
rds

ause,and-effect words signal a causal relationship betw
een two thoughts. The
€ 3 y

are the least

frequently tested type of transiti isi
eq 1tion, comprising about one-eighth of all transi
ransition questions.

A. Key Words and Key Points

_ CONSE
L QUENTLY, THEREFORE, THUS, HENCE, and TO THESE ENDS

All signal a logical cause
-and-effect relati i
able to substitute th onship between two though
o eeintly ang 511.;:2;)?:: a re}fult to confirm that any of these":,%r:f; i:()cl;rizgtu IISTOIZE
re the two most frequently tested cause-and-effect oxds

ACCORDINGLY

Refers to i i i
a thought or action that is logically appropriate to a given circumstance.

B. Guided Practice: Cause-and-Effect Questions

Example #8

g Steve Jobs was an aggressive and demanding chief
exccutive who was known for his exacting standards and
pinstaking attention to detail. Previously, Jobs had

litte tolerance for mediocre employees or inferior

products.

'_I'he correct answer is D). Logically, the fa
inferior products was the result of his exactin
A), B), and C) do not ostablish this cause-and

Example #9

g :
The Tiger of Ch’in unified China in 221 B.C. and
ook e 1 .
Kihe title Ch’in Shih Huang-ti or First Emperor: The
nuih
oss Firt Emperor feared just on¢ thing —death. He

8

ct that Jobs
g standards and painsta
_effect relationship.

A) NO CHANGE
B) Despite this,

C) However,

D) Consequently,

had little tolerance for mediocre people or
king attention to detail. Choices

A) NO CHANGE
B) Nevertheless,
C) Accordingly,

Tegul ;
1 aly left his palaces to search for the means to D) Similarly,
lmm )
0 .
Sigr nahty'B_Qg'CL(“QSé: he consulted sorcerers. made
ifi
Were m 0 numerous deities, and drank what he hoped
Wfe-preserving elixirs.
. -nship between the First
answi : i cause—and—effect relationship _ .
Tﬁlgpgor;ec;ear f‘;r isthC). : ;ﬁrgagltyf:;ﬁo?mmy. Choices A), B and D) do not establish this
o 5 of death an
cause-and-effect relationship-
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Transition pPlacement
nal word at the begi

n involve a transitio : |
period or a semicolon, as

fransition uestions ofte .
i | word will follow a

As we've seery, : 0
that is, the transitiona

sentence Of clause—

sentences below.
ormula for an iconic opening

hen it comes to novels there’s no precise f
b ’ short. However, Jane Austen

sentence. Herman Melville kept his first lines
was known to begin her novels with an entire paragraph.

ula for an iconic opening

there’s no precise form
Jane Austen w

pt his first lines short; however,
th an entire paragraph.

When it comes to novels,
sentence. Herman Melville ke
as known to begin her novels wi

On the SAT, transitional words and phrases may also be placed between two commas i

middle of a sentence.

s no precise formula for an iconic opening

When it comes to novels, there’
first lines short. Jane Austen, however, was

sentence. Herman Melville kept his
known to begin her novels with an entire paragraph.

The most important thing to understand is that these two constructions are interchangea
Either way, the transition is used to indicate a sentence’s relationship to the previous sente

You should thus treat “two comma” transition questions exactly like other transition que
cross out the transitional word/ phrase; read the sentence in which it appears AND the pr
sentence; determine the relationship (continue, reverse, cause-and-effect); and select your ans

Consider the following example:

1. Europeans developed the process for making ni o

chocolate candies during the 1850s. Chocolatiers in A) NO CHANGE

Belgium played an important role in the development of B) however,

the praline and other tasty treats. Within a short time, Oyatanynis
producing and consuming chocolate candies became a e
significant and enduring part of the Belgian economy and
culture. n Shops featuring chocolate-filled display

windows can, in fact, still be found across Belgium today

The commas around the underlined transition tell us that it is

the relationship between the last sentence and the previous se necessary to back up and con:
= :

tence.

The previous sentence tells us that chocolate

sentence affirms that idea, indicating that cho Plays an important role in Belgian culture;

colate stores are still found across Belgium
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No Transition or DELETE Questions

1 . thi e of question has only a y
ilf;f: ;‘Ot:ut;quke of thoroughness. y appeared twice on released SATs, but we are including it
rare occasions, you may encounter transition questions that include an answer without a

very :
answer that gives you the possibility of deleting the transition.

 ransition, 0T a1
one of these options is present, you should make sure to check it first. Because this answer

- when ,
al; its very appearance SuggEStS that it has a better than average chance of being

rrect.

T 'example:

parts of produce that consumers don’t Bl R R

A) NO CHANGE
B) Hence,

C) Furthermore,

D) DELETE the underlined portion.

res, orange peels, carrot tops,

; word therefore in the passage. Option D) provides a
¢ of the first sentence, as therefore and hence would imply.

ool AR W AN .
1ce introduces a new idea rather

3
wiWi R ST
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Independent Practice: Set #1

I. The American Museum of Natural History in New
York City boasts one of the greatest collections of dinosaur

fossils in the world. n Conversely, the collection

includes a fearsome Tyrannosaurus Rex with 6-inch-long

teeth and a 4-foot-long jaw.

2. Stockbrokers who produce high returns for their
clients attribute their success to dispositional factors, such
as exhaustive research and disciplined investing.

Nevertheless, stockbrokers who produce low returns

for their clients blame situational factors, such as
unpredictable actions by foreign governments and surprise

decisions by the Federal Reserve Board.

3. Scientists have long known that genes control
physical characteristics such as hair color and height.
Thus, recent research on identical twins provides
evidence supporting the opposing view that nurture —our
sociological history —also plays an integral role in our

development.

4. One of the most significant social changes of the
Renaissance involved merchants’ social status. In the past,
many merchants had inherited their rank, but beginning in
the fifteenth century, success in business began to depend
On an entrepreneur’s Own wits., Consequently,
merchants took increasing pride in their work, believing

that their achievements resulted from individual merit.

104

EL
A) NO CHANGE
B) Despite this,
C) Therefore,
D) For instance,

A) NO CHANGE
B) In addition,
C) Conversely,
D) Ironically,

A) NO CHANGE
B) Indeed,

C) Similarly,

D) However,

e
A) NO CHANGE
B) Nevertheless,
C) Previously,
D) However,
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r

sk s VISIONY
fon s :
o ined 10 create world-changing technologies.

c[t«fm 5
d Mgﬂhgl_fi& his company Tesla motors
p 20 o worl J's first viable long-distance electric car,
1o (hE
Unvellb’d b the potential to end the automotive
Pt
ohicle
g

ok L

ry inventor and entrepreneur

“-ho 2

ful dependence on fossil fuels.

ical business day in a large Japanese corporation

\ g AP

aally incl
'cipa]'lts
ngrams'n finally, they strive for group consensus.

s reached, it becomes the group’s opinion.

udes a number of lengthy meetings. Individual

do not claim credit for specific ideas or

Once a decision i

7. Speed reading programs focus on modifying readers’

iehavior in several ways. Remarkably, all of these ways

were described in an obscure 1958 book, Reading Skills, by

l Evelyn Wood and Marjorie Barrows. Ironically, Wood and
Barrows did not emphasize speed; on the other hand,
ieterm “speed reading” never even appears in their book.

Despite this, their methods became the foundation for what

10w known as speed reading.

?’ Experts have suggested that quantum computers could
| hmk the toughest mainstream encryption strategies in use
Y. Increaseq processing speed will eventually allow

"0 crack codes that today are too difficult to unravel-
' "t commergia interest in quantum computing is,
&Qﬂapﬁmamy focused on the simpler task of helping

—alysts . .
E ldem'fy security incidents and determine which
"It a true threat,

A) NO CHANGE
B) for example,
C) similarly,

D) however,

A) NO CHANGE
B) for instance,
C) besides,

D) instead,

NO CHANGE
B) however,

C) subsequently,
D) in fact,

B) for instance,
C) however,
D) similarly,
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9. One of President John F. Kennedy's goals was (o
encourage national fitness. Shortly before taking office,
Kennedy published an article in Sports Hlustrated warning
about the negative effects of a sedentary lifestyle. Two
years later, he discovered an executive order from
Theodore Roosevelt challenging U.S. Marine officers (o
finish a 50-mile march in less than twenty hours.
Subsequently, Kennedy passed the document on (o his
own Marine Commandant, suggesting that modern troops
should duplicate this feat. Within a short time, the
“Kennedy March” became a national challenge for Marines

and the public at large.

10. Over the past several decades, it has become
increasingly apparent that the burning of coal and other
fossil fuels is shifting precipitation patterns, strengthening
hurricanes, and melting polar ice caps. m However, toxic
metals and other hazardous pollutants from coal-burning
electric power plants are posing a greater and greater risk

to the environment and to human health.

A) NO CHANGE
B) Nevertheless,
(') However,

D) In particular,

R
A) NO CHANGE
B) Moreover,
C) Conversely,
D) Atany rate,
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Independent Practice: Set #2

ance running can cause micro-tears in muscle
| Dis

\ythh trigger an inflammatory response. But help

Jheon the way from an unlikely source —tart cherry
c0“

¢.R

ice-

J il anti-inflammatory properties. Unfortunately the
qudies are not conclusive. - Regardless, it is not clear

lwh). drinking cherry juice reduced pain but did not

‘f

ecent research has shown that the drink has

signiﬁcantly affect range of motion.

1 Career experts predict that America’s healthcare
sector will rapidly expand during the coming decade. There

a will, nevertheless, be a strong demand for registered

nurses (0 assess the needs of and provide care for our aging

populations.

). During the Middle Ages, architects sought to

“eomplish a seemingly impossible task: increase the
beight of churches while simultaneously allowing more
lht to ente their interior spaces. One possibility was Lo
hil thicker wals {J Alternatively, some architects
lieveq they could use flying buttresses to support tall but

in
Wallg lhat would provide increased space for stained-

A)
B)
&)
D)

107

A)

B)
C)
D)

NO CHANGE
In particular,
Nevertheless,
Even so,

NO CHANGE
however,
despite this,
consequently,

NO CHANGE
Consequently,
Hence,
Finally,
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4. Street Corner Society has a remarkable dramatic

quality; no other work of sociology contains so much
skillful characterization and emotion. William F. Whyte
did not pretend to study the established institutions of a
city he called “( ‘ornerville.” Nonetheless, he scarcely
mentioned the family, the church, the schools, and the
legitimate sector of the local economy. His exclusive topic
of inquiry was the voluntary associations of a street corner

gang called the Nortons.

5. Katsushika Hokusai’s The Great Wave has become
one of the most famous works of art in the world—and
debatably the most iconic work of Japanese art. Initially,
thousands of copies of this print were quickly produced

and sold cheaply. As an additional benefit, it was

created at a time when Japanese trade was heavily

restricted, Hokusai’s print displays the influence of Dutch

art.

6. On June 30, 1908, an unidentified object exploded
near the Tunguska River in remote Siberia, destroying
eighty million trees. Locals reported seeing something blue
streak across the sky. Subsequently, they heard a
tremendous crash and felt the earth tremble. Scientists
speculate that a 220-million pound asteroid had entered the
atmosphere above Siberia. But why did it explode in the

air? And why haven’t researchers or the public found any

pieces?
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A) NO CHANGE
B) In other words,
C) Indeed,

D) Likewise,

A) NO CHANGE
B) Because
C) Although
D) Besides,

A) NO CHANGE
B) Likewise,

C) In sharp contrast,
D) Yet,
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e middle of the nineteenth century, new
round

. A chnology and political conditions paved the way

|
|

f rinI'"gfﬂ)rdab]c daily newspaper, the world’s first mass
L e L L

[ prthe® This new form of publication spread quickly
gediv™

hou[ EurOPe-
ears later, therefore, the number was one

paper market soon became highly

In 1850, one in nine Germans read a

(hrovs
e Forty Y

ptwo. The BEWS

mgmemed and div
jayground of cable channels and Internet outlets.

erse, not unlike today’s infinite

g Theinvention of photography irrevocably changed
att. Soon after the first photographic portraits appeared,
critics and artists began to predict that portrait painting
would eventually become obsolete. [l Despite this,

within three generations after the invention of

photography, artists abandoned realistic images for abstract

works.

9. Unleashing new kinds of artificial intelligence (AI)

on mountains of patient data will change the medical world

in fundamental ways. Therefore, Al will speed up

diagnoses and get patients on the path to recovery much

sooner., It also promises tO dramatically change the job

description for doctors who identify as information
specialists —those whose primary tasks involve

deciphering diagnoses from images.

8 ]
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A) NO CHANGE
B) in fact,

C) furthermore,
D) however,

A) NO CHANGE
B) In fact,
C) Nevertheless,
D) Thus,

A) NO CHANGE
B) Asaresult,

C) However,
D) DELETE the underlined portion
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10. Now that scientists have sequenced the genome of the
Coffea arabica coffee plant—the species that makes up the
vast majority of global production—genes have become
the future of coffee. In the coming years, breeders will use
the information to develop plant varieties that improve on
existing ones. Some of these plants might, mbom:vqr,
have new flavors; others could have better resistance to

cold and disease.

[ 10 8
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A) NO CHANGE
B) asarule,

C) for instance,

D) nevertheless,
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Answers: Transitions Independent Practice

set #1
1.D

The first sentence makes a general statement regardin i

: siigee ! : g the exceptional nature of the Museum of
Natural Hl:;‘;r}%:x dtl(.)lpi‘-lauzrfossﬂ collection, and the second sentence uses the example ;lf tl?e
Tyrm:inosauan ot [; us i?e that idea. For instance is the only answer that can be used to
m.trol u;(; e B}t)) r}hgma mg D) correct. Conversely and Despite this indicate a reversal,
eliminating . refore indicates a cause-and-effect relationship, eliminating Q).

2.C

The question asks you to work with two fairly long sentences, but you can answer the question
most easily by focusing on the big picture: the first sentence discusses stockbrokers who produce
high returns, whereas the second sentence discusses stockbrokers who produce low returns.
Those are contrasting ideas, so a transition indicating a reversal is required. Neither In addition
nor Ironically indicates a contrast, so A) and D) can be eliminated. Nevertheless means “despite
this,” which does not fit either, so B) can be eliminated as well. The transition that captures that
straightforward contrast most effectively is Conversely, making C) correct.

3.D

The two sentences provide opposing ideas: the first sentence focuses on the role of genes in
influencing identity, whereas the second sentence focuses on the role of nurture (environment).
Thus indicates a cause-and-effect relationship, so A) can be eliminated. Indeed and Similarly are
both used to continue ideas, so B) and C) can be eliminated. That leaves However, which correctly

sets up the contrast between the two sentences and makes D) correct.

4.A
icate that during the Renaissance, merchants began to

view their success as something that came from their own efforts rather than something that was

merely inherited. In other words, their increasing pride in their work was the result_of fheir own
wits. That's a cause-and-effect relationship. Consequently is the only answer to indicate that

relationship, so A) is correct.

The first two sentences of the passage ind

5.B

erlined transition is not the first word in the sentence, it is
i i i ious sentence. The previous sentence

still used to indicate that sentence’s relationship to the prevy | '

presents 5 lFate 2 k is a visionary who wants to create world-changing tecl_molognes), and

e otentially world-changing technology

: b : s le of a
the sentence in question provides 2 specific examp p o example is therefore s

’ i -di e CAr).
created by Musk (the world’s first piable long d:stg\r;cand 1))) i i s e
: ilarly, does not fit because the

appropriate transitional word, making * :formation. Q), sim
however are used to introduce B ece of similar evidence. Rather, it signals a move

second sentence does not introduce a new p1
from a general statement to specific example-

Remember that even though the und
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6D

The two halves of the sentence express opposing ideass the first half describes what' B
don’t do (take personal credit for ideas). whereas the second half describes what thes
for group consensus). Those are contrasting ideas, so a transitional word inds 1
required. The only answer to match that requirement s msivad, making D) correct
answers are all continuers. g

7.D

This has the potential to be a very tricky question, but you can use the answer choios
you. On the other hand and however have very similar meanings, so you can assume both
are incorrect. (Remember that two answers with the same meaning can be ¢
automatically because no question can have more than one correct answer.) Subsegueni
“next,” which does not make sense here- the transition is not introducing an action that
an earlier action. C) can thus be eliminated as well So by process of elimination, D)
correct ’

Now, why is D) correct? Because the point of the passage is that Wood's and Barror
became the basis for speed reading, even though it was not intended to teach that sk
pieces of information before and after the semicolon are both intended to su :
that fact. The second piece of information— the information mtroduced by the transitiol
on the previous statement by emphasizing that Reading Skills was not intended to
reading.

8.C

Remember that even though the transition appears in the middle of the sentence, it is s
indicate that sentence’s relationship to the previous sentence. What do we leamn
previous sentence? Quantum computers could eventually be used to crack codes
broken today. What does the sentence in question tell us? That current commercial ;
quantum cm-nputing is focused on the much simpler task of identifying real security thres
are two contrasting goals, so a reversal word is required. However is the only answer
into that category, so C) is correct. '

S.A

Nevertheless and However have the same meaning, so both B) and C) can be e
immediately. In particular does not fit either because the information following the tra
not specifying an idea introduced in the previous sentence. D) can thus be elimina o
That leaves A), Subsequently, which logically indicates that Kennedy gave Roosevelt's
order to his Marine Commandant after discovering the document himself. |

10.B

The two sentences focus on the same main idea, namely that human activities are |
increasingly serious danger to health and the natural world. A transition that ir
continuation must therefore be used. However and conversely indicate a reversal an d
very similar meanings, so both A) and C) can be eliminated. At any rate does no
continuation either, so D) can be eliminated as well. B) is correct because moreover
indicates that the second sentence is continuing the idea begun in the first sentence.
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get #2

1.B

revious sentence indicates that studies [about the anti-i

; Plusive, and the sentence begun by the tﬁansiti(t)lxic gf&:ggg Izn;;?c?fif (:eu:;;fflgm?w s e

that i not clear fmm. ﬂ}e Stfldy (why cherry juice reduced pain but did not signiﬁcatlz)th ; S(;mEthmg

anotion). Tho'se are suml-ar ld.eaS, 50 a transition indicating a continuation is re uf{'etziﬁe; 'mn%f 4

does not indicate a contmuatlor? e{ther, so A) can be eliminated. Nevertheless andqeven s;) irjg?n teSS
C) and D) can be eliminated as well. That leaves B), which correctly indicates th;? t:ehz

reversal, s0 &) o _
final sentence is describing a particular instance of an inconclusive aspect of the study

inconc

2.D

d sentence describes a result of the first: if the healthcare sector expands rapidly, then
terec‘l nurses will logically increase. The correct transition must convey that
lationship. Consequently is the only option consistent with it, making D)

The secon
demand for regis
cause-and-effect re

correct.

3.A

tence refers to one possibility (building thicker walls), so the sentence begun by

logically describe another possibility (using flying buttresses). The correct
that contrasting relationship. Consequently and hence indicate a cause-and-

offect relationship and are also synonyms, SO B) and C) can be climinated. Finally is used to
continue/conclude an idea, so D) can be eliminated as well. Alternatively fits because this

transitional word conveys the idea that flying buttresses Were proposed as an alternative to

thicker walls.

The previous sen
the transition must
transition must convey

4.C
Street Corner Society Was not on

¢’s focus in
pports that idea by listing the

The beginning of the passage tells us that Whyt

established institutions, and the sentence begun by the transition su : ]
established institutions (family, church, schools) that Whyte barely mentioned. As a result, a

transition indicating continuation is required. Nonetheless would indicate a reversal, SO i\)t'can be
1 - . - - r
eliminated. In other words is incorrect because question is not restating ©

ifyi i liminated. Even though
clarifying i i vious sentence. be e _
ifying information from the pre i R g s

similarly indicates a continuation, D) 15 inc : d
B omion e B BN T on o ndicate
emphasizes the information in the previous sentence. The most appropriate

that emphatic relationship is indeed, making C) correct

5.C
i :h the transition
Iy at the sentence 1N whic
e il 07 ous sentence. The

: and the revi
appears, rather than at the relationship betweer! ghafaeD i i heavily

: < OT1: trade was
sentence in question presents us with two pieces of mformal;l]ont.hl)t ];,paf];iz(iegn) b
Testricted, and 2) Hokusai's print Wa° influenced by D‘.]tcth( Ly option that fits, making C)
Contrasting statements, SO @ reverser is requ"ed' Although is the © " i

COI‘[‘eC t.

This is the rare question that requires
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6. A

Logically, the sentence begun bv the transition and th‘v pn'\'ious.svntvnc‘\‘ .dmt:ibe .
occurrences related to the explosion of the nu‘hfnr (seeing m\mwthmg t.\l.u\ -;‘t:“ ACTO
hearing a crash and feeling the earth tremble). The most logical \"0111\}\ tion : twee S
is that one happened before the other: people saw the l?lm‘ nlm.\‘t streak across sk)
they heard a crash. Subsequently conveys that relationship, making tI.w A) the answete{-‘
contrast and Yet do not make sense at all, so ) and D) can be eliminated. l_k‘ camful-
though. While the two events described are part of the same overall series of occurrenc
focus on different aspects of it: seeing an object in the sky is not like hearing a crash. Sim
thus not appropriate here.

7.D

he passage indicates that one in nine Germans read a newspaper in 1850, as compared ‘
two 40 years later. That's a very big difference, so a transitional word indicating that cor
required. Therefore, in fact, and furthermore are all used to continue ideas. Only however cor
contrast, making D) correct.

8.B

The beginning of the passage indicates that the invention of the photographic portrait resu
predictions that portrait painting would disappear; the sentence in question confirms #
prediction was correct, and that artists stopped creating realistic images. Those are two |
the same idea, so a continuer is required. Nevertheless and despite this indicate a re '
and C) can be eliminated. D), thus, does not fit because artists” abandonment of realism
the result of predictions that portrait painting would become obsolete. Rather, it resulted fn
invention of the camera. In fact correctly emphasizes the accuracy of the prediction me
the previous sentence. B) is thus correct.

9.D

Remember that if you are ever given a no transition / DELETE option, you should always
first. In this case, that strategy would pay off: there is no transition among the answer v_.
would make sense. Therefore and As a result have the exact same meaning, so both A) anc
be eliminated. C) is also incorrect because the statement that Al will speed up diagn
consistent with the idea that Al will change how medicine works, and However
contradiction. The transition should thus be deleted, making D) correct

10.C

The passage states that plant breeders will use newly discovered information about t
makeup of Coffea arabica to improve on the coffee plant. The sentence in question p
specific example of changes that m ight result (new flavors, better resistance to cols
transition that best conveys that relationship is Q). for instance. However and nevertheless h
same meaning and indicate a contrast, eliminating A) and D). Be careful with B): the las: p
uses specific examples to illustrate the general idea introduced in th : e,
rule would imply that the last sentence
transition might sound like a plausible

; ¢ previous sente
Was presenting a general idea. So even t
answer, it does not actually make sense.
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Key Essay Vocabulary

........................................

you w?ll 'be given 50 minutes to read and evaluate a 650-750
on-fiction work. The author or authors will examine a
providing funding for NASA space projects, or
onditioners. Your job is to neither agree nor
er to analyze how the author uses persuasive

to write the SAT Essay,
from a contemporary n

If you choose
word passage :
uch as supporting public libraries,

sue, S
dependenc
with the au
build an argument.

current is
reducing
disagree
devices to

e on energy consuming air-c
thor’s point of view, but rath

rs will score your essay, with each one awarding it between 1 and 4 points in three

categories: Reading, Analysis, and Writing. Each reader can give your essay a score ranging from
alowof3toa high of 12. The combined score of the two readers will thus range from a minimum

of6toa maximum O 24.

Two reade

th a detailed template for how to analyze the

goal is to focus on two key areas that will
en key points about the Essay task.
the highest possible score

nded to provide you wi
lete essay. Instead, our
ore. First, we will summarize sev
unique discussion of how to earn

This chapter is not inte
passage Of write a comp
significantly boost your sc
Second, we will provide you with a
on the Writing component.

Write the Essay

s not count toward your 1600 score: You can leave after
completing the Reading, octions. So, should you stay or should you go? Some
colleges require the Essay, bu . If you are absolutely certain the coIlegf:s you are
applying to do NOT require an Essay score, your decision is straightforward—GO! Similarly, if
you are absolutely certain that the colleges you are applying to DO require an Essay SCOTe your
decision is also straightforward —STAY!

The SAT Essay is optional and doe

umber of colleges,
that you cannot

probably apply to 2 large N
ommen

It is important to know

dents, you will
se facts, we strongly rec

uire an Essay score.

The problem is that like most stu
¢ the SAT. Given the

St:lx(ne of which will most likely req
 the Essay separately from the rest 0

that you write the Essay.
The College Board Gives You the Thesis
The author’s central argument is not a secret. In fact, you do not even need to read t?iislt)a::;:tgec:‘ zc;
ld?nﬁfy it! Begin by immediately g0ing to the box at th€ end of Ehe Passage. e S
Will clearly state the author’s main claim. Here is an example: Wit :h“ tezPS\:yAlrIcltic Natignal
‘xﬁlam how Jimmy Carter builds an argument to persuade his audience tha
it Refuge should not be developed for industry-
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Identify the Author’s Main Persuasive Devices

i ices. The foll
The College Board chooses passages that employ a number of per':[mafl-l!‘;?xd;‘;; ot be il
six devices are the major ways authors build their arguments. While a 1
a given essay, you can count on finding at least four.

1. Providing Facts and Statistics

*  Helps the author define the scope of a problem. e :
* Grounds the author’s argument in reality, thus establishing a firm
foundation for the main claim.

* Gives the author credibility and makes him or her seem like an
authority.

2. Addressing a Counterargument

Helps establish the author’s credibility as someone who
recognizes opposing points of view.

Demonstrates that the author’s central claim is well thought-out
and not one-sided.

3. Recalling a Personal Anecdote

Demonstrates the author’s personal connection to the issue.

Enables readers to make a vicarious connection to the author’s
central claim.

4. Citing Respected Authorities

Demonstrates that the author’s argument is well-
Builds trust in the author’s argument.

Strengthens the author’s credibility by showing that he or she
is not the only one who advocates a policy position.

researched.

5. Appealing to the Reader’s Emotions
*  Uses emotionally char

ged words to evoke strong feelings.
Develops an emotional connection with or sense of pathos
toward the author’s position.

Engages the reader by arousin
enthusiasm, or patriotism,

* Arouses a feelin
of a problem,

g feelings of alarm, guilt,

g of alarm to alert readers to the seriousness

6. Crafting a Logical Argument

* Demonstrates the connection between the evidence and
the author’s central claim.

Identifies the major benefits that can be achieved b i
the author’s central claim. Y supporting

Demons_,trates a cause-and-effect relationship between what is
happening now and what could happen in the future,

Leads the reader to conclude that the benefits of the author’s
recommendation Outweigh the drawbacks of doing Nothing
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ect Threeé Persuasive Devices

sel
assage circle, underline, or b
e ad the P e, racket examples of h .
::;yafg“men' Tht(:ln l:,e:iect the author’s three best-documented a(;;uﬁ?:r tsa“thor builds his or
e will form 1 ody paragraphs of your essay. et acs i
Wwrite @ Five-Paragraph Essay
say should begin with an introduction that concludes with a clear thesis statement
en

Yollf es . .
. the three persuasive devices you will describe and
: C analyze. You should th
h of thtise three persuasive devices. Each body paragraph shoulgr;n(i(l?:gzeai
e passage and an analysis of how the specific devices used are

(ol paragraPh 0 ¢3¢
You should conclude your essay with a short paragraph restating

Jeast One quotation from
interlded to affect the audience.

your thesis and key points.
Avoid Taking @ Personal Stance

assage will express a strong central claim. Your job is to analyze how the

The author of your p
job is NOT to inject your personal opinions into your

quthor builds his or her argument. You
gssay- Above all, never use the word .

Write a Fully Developed Essay
oard readers will equate length

say. College B
2.5 pages out of the 4 pages

¢t feature of a high-scoring es
to write 2 to

Length is an importan
d essay. You should strive

with a fully develope
provided by the College Board.

How to Earn an 8 for Writing

The College Board’s official rubric identifies six characteristics that

award your essay a 4:

will enable each reader to

An overall sense of cohesiveness
A precise central claim
A skillful introduction and conclusion
A highly efficient progression of ideas
A wide variety of sentence structures

A consistent use of precise word choices
also

3 ice. It
Cohesive, precise, skillful, and highly offective Writing e : dr;:l?rkeacrgiinpgccf:seigned to
h‘:lPS‘ to have models of what these characteristics actuallv)(r lf);;l: hls(;dyiﬁgsexamples taken from
Provide you with specific examples of Level 8 SAT ES?aY 5"' gl - roduction, develop it with a

rEal stu S - e
L et befgﬁzi(;u:oiscslzix, and enrich it with well-chosen descriptive

s .y
v‘::‘:)ﬂl transitions, end it with an € o
abulary and a variety of sentence structures. Let's do It
Write a Skillful Introduction e
i i tion Wl
First jpm . d writing A skillful intr® L
ma} pressio ; . ioterviews and in o9 . . recise centra
e POSitiv:s ﬁ:sr: nl:l li:;st?:t: Ll;flgrabbing st reader’s atte-nhor'; (frr (:l‘gtd 1;‘08113(:5“ accomplis
%&h‘ , and dmOIlStIatinPé your Command of gOOd wriﬁng, Believe 1 1
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Use a Hook to Grab Your Reader’s Attention

. : ader’s attention by ski
Your opening sentences should provide a hook that grabs the reader’s y
introducing the passage’s overall theme. Here are three examples:

1. Air-conditioning can be a reprieve from the oppressive heat of a long
summer day. But it comes at a price. In his article...

=)

Art is a window to the human soul. But what happens when this Sx
window is shattered? This is the case of the Parthenon, a Greek temple in

Athens, whose most famous sculptures are in the British Museum in
London. In his essay...

3. “Itis asin to kill a Mockingbird.” These eight words are one of the
most famous quotes from Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill A :
Mockingbird. The sentiment that the innocent should be protected is
shared by the two authors of the article...

These three examples illustrate different but highly effective opening techniques. The
example engages the reader’s attention with a general opening statement fo].loyved by a sho t
powerful reversal: But it comes at a price. Known as a “punch-line sentence,” this short decla

statement alerts readers to an unconventional passage with a surprising argument.

Our second example begins with a general philosophical statement. The author then avoid
dull opening by immediately posing an attention-grabbing rhetorical question: But what

when this window is shattered? The rhetorical question allows the writer to provide an answer ¢
introduces the passage’s central claim.

Our third example draws the reader in by quoting from a well-
example, this option retains the reader’s interest by commentin
clear its relevance to the passage’s central claim.

known novel. Like the se
g on the quotation and mak

State Key Facts About the Passage

Your next sentence is easy. Simply write a strai

ghtforward sentence stating the author’s na
the title of the essay, and the author’s central cla

im. Here are three examples:

1. Inhis article “Viewpoint: Air-Conditioning Will Be the End of Us,”

Eric Klinenberg argues that Americans need to significantly reduce
their reliance on air-conditioning.

2. In his article “The Love of Stone,” Christopher Hitchens builds an
argument to persuade his readers that the original Parthenon
sculptures should be returned to Greece.

In their article “Bad for the Birds, Bad for All of Us,” John W,
Fitzpatrick and George Fenwick advocate for the continued funding
of wildlife conservation programs,

These succinct sentences provide readers with the required details

about the 3
the College Board clearl states th im i i L
e t:fp b y ¢ author’s central claim in the first sentence of the
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Establish a Precise Claim

your introduction should conclude with

] a sentence that co
Persuasive devices the author uses to build

: nVeys your thesis by indicating three
his or h

€r argument. Here are three examples:
1. The author crafts a persuasive and compelling argument by recalling

: ressing a counterargument, and
providing an array of facts and statistics.

2. The author builds a persuasive ar

2R as| g.ument by appealing to the reader’s
sense of injustice, emphasizing logical artistic benefits, and addressing
a prevalent counterargument.

3. The authors build a convincin
with facts and statistics, poin

of a subtle appeal to the read
natural habitats.

& argument by documenting their claim
ting out logical benefits, and making use
ers’ emotional affinity for preserving

These three concluding examples do more than just present the author’s precise central claim.
They also use parallel structure to demonstr

ate stylistic variation, and employ strong, precise
vocabulary such as compelling, prevalent, array, and affinity.

The full impact of each example becomes clear when it is combined with other sentences to create
a full introductory paragraph. Special thanks to Julia Garaffa and Ben Yao for sharing excerpts
from their outstanding essays!

Introduce Each Body Paragraph

The College Board scoring rubric rewards essays that contain “a highly effective progression of
ideas.” The phrase “progression of ideas” refers to the way you introduce each of your three

body paragraphs. This often-overlooked feature is an important characteristic of an advanced
essay. Our experience indicates that readers will reward essays that include skillful transitional
sentences,

How to Begin Your First Body Paragraph

Now that you have written a skillful introduction, your next task is to provide your College
Board readers with a strong sentence introducing your first body paragraph. Here are three
€xamples:

L Klinenberg begins his argument by recounting a personal experience

with the problems caused by excessive use of air-conditioning.

% Hitchens begins crafting a convincing argument by prO\.Iidi-ng

important background information about the damages inflicted upon

the Parthenon.
e Fitzpatrick and Fenwick begin by providing a series of alarming

Statistics about plummeting bird populations across the Midwest.
All three of tilize a topic sentence that clearly introduces the persuasive
afgl-mmnt t(:) bgl flsl:c::g I;Illeih: fir:t body garagraph. Note that the authors avoid cliche opening
lines Such

as For their first argument... or Let’s begin by discussing...
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How to Begin Your Second Body Paragraph

0 your second body paragraph requires a

on from your first t .
ples that you can use in any essay:

Creating a highly effective transiti
advanced level of writing. Here are three generic exam

1. The author continues his/her line of argumentation by presenting a
series of pertinent facts and statistics.

2.  The author now disarms his/ her critics by addressing a widespread

counterargument.

nt by outlining the benefits

3. The authors further enhance their argume
d the drawbacks of

of following their recommended policy an
ignoring it.
ive voice to introduce the author’s secol

These three generic examples all use a strong act . .
ds such as pertinent (relevant), disarm, ai

persuasive argument. Note the use of precise wor
enhance.

How to Begin Your Third Body Paragraph

our ideas. Writing an advanced five-parag
| sentences. Don’t worry —we are up to tl
ke a smooth transition

Transitional sentences are the glue that connects y
essay requires a toolbox filled with great transitiona
challenge! Here are three generic examples that will enable you to ma

your third and final body paragraph:

cite authorities and appeal to his/her

1.  The author does more than just
document

reader’s emotions; he/she also uses statistical evidence to
the imperative need for the public to support...

2. The author does more than just recounta personal story and address
a counterclaim; he/she also makes a strong logical case for supporting...

3. The author is not content to build an argument that relies exclusively
on objective facts and logic; he/she concludes by making a direct
appeal to the reader’s sense of justice.

These three examples all provide the College Board readers with a bridge connecting
previous two body paragraphs with the final body paragraph.

Note that while these examples are not stuffed with “ten-dollar” words, they do make use
moderately sophisticated terms that give the writing less of a typical “high school” feel. I
instance, the first example uses imperative rather than urgent; the second example uses re 01
rather than fell; and the third example uses exclusively rather than only. In all cases, however,
use of these types of terms is restrained —it is not intended to show off the writer’s vocabul
but rather to indicate that the writer understands the conventions of academic writing.

Note also that all three examples utilize a variety of complex sentence structures §
demonstrate advanced writing ability. Each option begins by referring to a previously di
persuasive device (e.g. citing authorities and appealing to the reader’s emotion) in order :
effectively emphasize that the author employs other forms of persuasion as well. This stra
“referring back” creates a sense of flow and continuity within the essay—a key compo

cohesiveness.
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Write @ Skillful Conclusion

your First Sentence

This sentence should provide a brief restatement of the author’s claim. Here are th 1
? ree examples:

1 Klinenberg offers his readers a cogent argument to support measur
that reduce our wasteful reliance on air-conditioning es

Hitchens voices a compelling argument to persuade his readers that
the British Museum should return the original Parthenon sculptures

to Greece.

Fitzpatrick and Fenwick offer convincing arguments why their
readers should support the Conservation Reserve Program.

These three examples a.ll perform the required task of providing a precise summary of the author
or author’s central claim. Note how the first example slips in an excellent vocabulary word,

cogent, in a very subtle and appropriate way.

Your Final Sentence

eave your two College Board

The finish line is now just one sentence away! Now is the time to |
skillful command of writing.

readers with a strong concluding sentence that demonstrates your
Here are three examples:

1. Heaccomplishes this feat of building a convincing argument by
recalling a memorable personal anecdote to establish a connection
with his readers, addressing a counterargument to persuade skeptics,
and providing key facts and statistics to substantiate his claim.

2 Hebuilds a compelling argument by appealing to his reader’s

emotions to evoke a sense of outrage, emphasizing artistic benefits to
persuade open-minded readers, and addressing a counterargument to

demonstrate that he understands all sides of a complex issue.

g statistics to document
ing key benefits to

to emotions to evoke
itats.

3. The co-authors make a forceful case by usin
the growing peril faced by wildlife, undersc.:or
persuade cost-conscious critics, and appealing

a feeling of responsibility to preserve natural hab
i ts developed in the essay’s body
e~ S te how l;,ach argument affects the

Th -
e concluding sentences all sum i
allel structure to reitera

Para i :
rea dg:phs' They do this by using par
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Precise Word Choice

s writing that “demonstrates a consiste

As we've seen, the SAT Essay scoring rubric reward tra
s using a strong descriptive vocab

of precise word choice.” Precise word choice mean
clearly expresses and defines your thoughts.

College Board readers will not be impressed if you use too many big words., so don’t oveR
being bombastic (overblown). Instead, try to include well-chosen descr_lptlve words o
neither too casual nor too formal. So while you shouldn’t start throwing around ;
reprobate or recondite, you should also avoid words like things and awesome. (Recall ~g_e_
Writing passages are designed to emphasize this type of writing as well.)

Students often make the mistake of using words they don’t fully understand, or that a
extreme for a particular situation. For example, one student described former I?remdent
as a “revered” authority. While President Clinton is a knowledgeable leader, he is not cons
someone who deserves the type of respect that borders on worship. The incorrect use ot
like revered is a red flag that will catch your reader’s attention and possibly cost you a point
general rule, if you aren’t 100% of how a word should be used, you should avoid includ
altogether.

Keep in mind that passages are written by established authors who typically present reast
arguments using restrained language. These articles do not generally lend themselves to e
using extreme words such as amazing, horrific, or atrocious. Instead, they support the us
moderate words such as cogent, discerning, and pivotal. '

You must also be careful to avoid too much repetition. While the Essay assignment requires
you consistently refer back to the author or authors’ points, you should make sure to var
way in which you introduce those points. For example, you do not want to rely excessi
the verbs say, state, and fell (e.g. At the end of the introduction, the author states... In the se
paragraph, the author says...). Instead, you should also try to include an array of precise verbs s
as conveys, illustrates, implies, (re)affirms, or recounts. '

The list that begins on the following page includes 25 carefully chosen descriptive wor -
pairs of synonyms that students have successfully used in their essays. We define each word
then provide you with a generic sentence that can be adapted to most essays. '
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10.

11

12

15

14,

Top Essay Words

Alleviate - to lessen, mitigate, assuage
The author believes that his/her proposal will begin alleviating a serious problem.

Assert(ion) - claim
The author supports this assertion by using statistics to bolster his/her argument.

Audacious - showing great boldness
Aware that timid 50]“_“‘3“5 will not fully address the problem, the author proposes an
audacious plan of action.

Buttress, Bolster - to support, strengthen
The author uses an array of statistical evidence to buttress/bolster his/her argument that...

Cogent - convincing, persuasive, forceful
The author crafts a cogent argument designed to convince his/ her readers to support...

Convey - indicate, make clear
The author conveys a sense of urgency by making a strong appeal to the reader’s emotions.

Credibility - believability, reliability
The author establishes his/her credibility by citing a variety of reputable sources.

Discerning - demonstrating keen insight

The author’s discerning analysis underscores his/ her use of logic to address a difficult issue.

Eminent - well-known, prominent, renowned

The author cites an eminent authority to buttress his/her argument that...

the ability to put oneself in another person’s shoes

Empathy - a feeling of great compassion,
der’s sense of empathy towards the human

The author’s personal anecdote activates the rea
drama expressed by the author.

Enumerate - provide a list of : o i
The author enumerates the advantages of this possibility by usingav

devices.

ariety of persuasive

Evenhanded - fair to all sides :
The author’s evenhanded presentation of the counterargument demonstrates his/her lack of

extreme bias.

E foit— forth
voke, Elicit - produce, call for designed to evoke/elicit a

The alarming lack of financial support for space technology is
sense of urgency among readers.

presents things as they should be rather than as they are
tical idealist; instead, he/she is a pragmatist committed to
ifficult problems.

Idealist(ic) - a person who
The author is not an imprac
offering the public practical solutions to d
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15.

16.

1t7.8

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,

25;

Imperative - necessary and urgent :
. . . . - - ¢ Su tt 1.

The author concludes by explaining why it is imperative that the public suppo

program of action.

Pertinent - relevant : ; bl
The author uses pertinent data to pinpoint the true dimensions of the pro .

Pivotal - decisive, critical o i
The author convincingly demonstrates that we are at a pivotal point in our effort i

Poignant - touching, heartrending, very sad

The author’s poignant personal story is intended to elicit a sympathetic response fr¢
reader.

Pragmatic, Prudent - practical, realistic

The author is a pragmatic/prudent leader who is committed to offering a realistic sol
a complex problem,

Ramifications - the consequences of an action or event

According to the author, the ramifications of taking no action will have a number of ¥
consequences.

Reaffirm - to make a renewed commitment to do something 3
The author concludes by calling upon the public to reaffirm its commitment to suppor

Recount - narrate, tell
The author immediately engages the reader’s attention by recounting a personal a

Skeptic(al) - a doubter, a persistent questioner

The author presents a detailed counterargument designed to persuade even cautious
skeptics.

Substantiate - to support with proof or evidence 2
The author presents detailed statistical evidence to substantiate his/her central claim,
Vicarious - experienced in the imagination through the feelin

nes gs or actions of another
uses a vivid personal story that allows readers to vicariously understand
the issue requires strong action.
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Putting it All Together- A Sam
: Ple “24»
say
College Board readers rewarq only the finest essays wj
: i : ¥s with . Dby s
lmpc?smble taslf In fact, many students are €arning tq a 24, S, achieving this score js not an
BISEBRETI practice. s by Putting the Principles outlined

Annie Li and Swapnil Lj (no relation!
High School in New Jersey, and both

We're going to start with Annie’s essay. Notice h .
iti : . 3 OW Annie w i
gkl (underl%n'ed) N a way that Séems natura] an; aVES_(Ijn
note how she uses repetition in the es of her introducz-voor: s
an

vocabulary words (bold)
heavy-handedness. Also
d conclusion,

final sentenc

t, humans have a responsibility, to a
d for the birds, bad for all of us,” John

Fitz _ the support of the US, government in
contlnup\g to fund conservation programs. The two build a compelling argument by appealing
to emotions, presenting facts and statistics, and using

ies. In their essay “Ba

ogical reasoning.

their argument by invokin
e of declining bird popula
may lead to “bigger ecosystem disruptions that affect us all”
reader’s fears that environmental dangers are on the horizon,

an imperative threat to the well-being of all Americans. Consequently, the audience is more
compelled to listen to their argument and to take action; the authors build the trust of their
audience, as they are presenting a solution to help them and the society as a whole.

& a sense of urgency among the
tions, they further explain that it
(Paragraph 1). By appealing to the
the authors establish the concern as

The authors continue their line of argumentation by using facts and statistics to buttress
their claim. They express the declines of bird populations with facts: “population has pl'ummeted
70 percent since 1970 (paragraph 2). Further, the two authors assert. that tlie population of the
Henslow’s Sparrow “are more than 25 times greater than they were in 19§5 (pa.ragraph 3). The
increasing population is due to the implementation of the ffmn bill. By using Stal‘ls.thS to express
the benefits of the Conservation Reserve Program, Fitzpatrlclf and Fenwick establish themselves
as knowledgeable researchers, rather than impractical ideallsfs. Furtl:ner thg rf-:‘adgrs.ar(;:i Trore
likely to listen to their cogent argument because it is substantiated with statistics derived from
accurate research.

Fitzpatrick and Fenwick further push for federal sup'port of conser\gaﬁol? prograxtnhse byr::;:ﬁ

ey i il bt s iy
. i t ecolo g
that co ion “yields both healthy food and vibran \ birds. The
auﬂlorsr}sfer:sa(;(i)::g 2’(:: support of conservatior;hpftog alzsaf; fé“?:n]::;:: ?o?iﬂﬁgnt:l is aeil. As i
a logically presenting that ther : d are more
rgs‘:ﬁ:l i re.aders ek dy Etands the reasons for conser-vatlon_programs an Nertui
et by using logical reasoning, Fitzpatrick and Fenwic
us :
lc:;‘):“—Iilfpcelilliel;lst‘;l)) Sﬁggg ;t::gé (?fl_:’r(ilst):vorminess between themselves and their readers.
, bu

voice the necessity of government funding in

nsery lish th ildi inci ment by
grams. Th mpli f building a convincing argumen
. e i ts and statistics to
;;Pea]j:h(;n pr(:i ’ en tisl):s EtlcC)C;)nvgke a sense of urgency, presenting fac
g to readers’ emo

cla'mls

Fitzpatrick and Fenwick successfully
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Next, we're going to look at Swapnil's essay. Notice how Swapmlt aLsowwlf:\;Zie
words (bold) and transitions (underlined) in a natural way. /l\Iso no (le) 0 e
how each of the author’s arguments will affect his readerSf. Ifmally, ok served 0 ]
effective use of parallel structure in the final sentences of his introduction and conclus

“Space Technology: A Critical Investment for Our Nation’s Future” (January - (

The technological success of our country is rooted in space exploratlor'l 'but
reasons are often overlooked. In his article titled “Space Technology: A Critical
Our Nation’s Future,” author Bobby Braun skillfully persuades regders of the .
increasing NASA's federal budget so that the United States may Co.ntmufe .to remain
technology. Braun crafts his cogent argument by appealing to emotion, citing histo
and appealing to logic.

The author creates a persuasive argument by appealing to the emotions of the reag
creates a tone of loss and dramatic sadness by mentioning the reduction of fun(.i
NASA. He states, “Unfortunately, the pioneering spirit embodied by thls storied
endangered as a result of chronic underinvestment in basic and applied rese
implication is that society will never again regain the “pioneering spirit” it once had.
the reader to consider the importance of NASA and to think of the many beneficial e
had on society. Furthermore, it prompts the reader to want to regain that lost sense of
and spirit by increasing funding for NASA. Thus, the author builds a persuasive argun
appealing to the emotions of the reader.

Braun continues his line of argumentation by citing historical evidence of NASZ
success. By making his readers aware of what NASA has accomplished in the pas
establishes NASA as being a premier organization capable of great and unprecedented
Braun lists the past successes of NASA stating, “For NASA, past cutting-edge
investment led to design and flight of the Apollo missions, the space shuttle, the inte
space station and a myriad of robotic explorers that allowed us to reach destinations a
solar system and peer across the universe.” This long list of past missions forces the r
consider what more NASA may be capable of doing. Braun’s extensive list also intends
readers and convince them that if NASA has done it once, the agency can do it ag

adequate funding. The author cites past precedent set by NASA to convince the read.
importance of increasing the agency’s funding.

Finally, to bolster his argument even more the author a
reader of the importance of NASA by pointing out how ben,
how it logically makes sense to increase the fu
biomedical applications including advanced me

formula, and the protective gear that keeps our military, firefighters and police safe
benefitted from our nation’s investments in aerospace technology.” The point Braun m'
is that NASA has benefited us in many sectors of society. This allows the reader to 1
understand that if NASA is so beneficial to society, why does it not receive more fundin.
discrepancy is specifically hinted at by Braun to force the reader into agreeing with the claim

space technology should indeed receive more funding. Braun appeals to the reader’s o
reasoning to further his own argument. Y

ppeals to logic. Braun convince
eficial it is to our current soci:',
nding. Braun points out that,
dical imaging and more nutritious

4
@

The author argues that space technolo

8y in the United States should recej 4
ensure the prosperity of future generatio ve more fundin;

ns of Americans and the succ
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o

practice Makes Perfect

o are easily availabl £10
of the passages y available on the Internet. Passages used since that date. All

«yiewpoint: Air-Conditioning Will Be the End
. ‘ ; of US,” b . §
http://ideas.time.com/2013/07/17/ viewPoint—air~cond%t?;;§r§1?viﬁb§rgth d
-Will-be-the-end-of-us/
) “The Lovely Stones,” by Christopher Hitchens
http:/ /www.vanityfair.com/ culture /2009/07/ hitchens200907

3. “The North West London Blues,” by Zadie Smith

http:/ / www.nybooks.com/ daily /201 2/06/02/ north-west-london-blues/

4. “Read, Kids, Read,” by Frank Bruni
https:/ /www.nytimes.com/2014/05/13/ opinion/ bruni-read-kids-read.htmI? r=0

5. “Raise the Minimum Wage,” by the Los Angeles Editorial Board

hitp:/ /www_.latimes.com/ opinion/editorials/la-ed-minimum-wage-increase-20130913-
story.html

6. “It's Time For Paid Family and Medical Leave To Empower Women and Modernize the
Workplace,” by Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
http:/ / www.huffingtonpost.com/ rep-kirsten-gillibrand/ its-time-for-paid-family-and-
medical-leave_b_4732451.html

7. “Bad for the Birds, Bad for All of Us,” by John W. Fitzpatrick and George Fenwick
https:/ / www.washingtonpost.com/ opinions/ bad-for-the-birds-bad-for-all-of-
us/2013/08/08/ d5a11a34—ff83-11e2-9a3e916de805f65d_st0ry.htm]?utm_term=.9cedfb12d252

8. “Space Technology: A Critical Investment for our Nation’s Future,.”_by ]'E’;obby Braur;
http:/ / thehill.com/ opinion/ op-ed/ 190387—space-technology-a-crlhcal-mvestment- or-our-
nations-future

Post, April 12, 2013

* “Opinion Stew,” by David Katz, PUntig % "0 iiion advice b 3061646 htmi

http:/ / WWW.hufﬁngtonpost.com/ david-katz-

SRR i ington Post,
10. “Working Less Would Provide Much to Americans,” Richard Schiffman, Washington
5 i - ide-much-to-
s asingonpestcom o L
americans/2012/01/26/ gIQAIhKPWQ_story.html. utm_
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Bronte, Charlotte. Villette, 1853. Chapter 1. Accessed through Online Literature: http / b
literature.com/brontec/ villette/1/

i 09R9.TXT
Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring. Houghton Mifflin, 1962, spot.colorado.edu/ wehr/3

: 5 : . w.online-
Cather, Willa. O Pioneers, 1913. Chapter 1. Accessed through Online Literature: http:/ /ww

literature.com/ willa-cather/ o-pioneers!/1/

Chan, SiNing. “Becoming More Human, One Data Set at a Time.” Medium., 1 December 2016,
medium.com/@evernote/ becoming-more-human-one-dataset-at-a-time
b3d65d9f2e8b#.6podiduo9

Chang, Kenneth. “These Foods Aren’t Genetically Modified but They Are ‘Ed.ited.’” New York Times, ]
9 January 2017, www.nytimes.com /2017/01/09/science/ genetically-edited-foods-
crispr.html?_r=0

- - - “Ancient Bits of Rock Help Solve an Asteroid Mystery.” New York Times, 23 January 2017,
mobile.nytimes.com/2017/01 /23/science/ ancient—bits—of-rock-help-solve—an—
asteroid-mystery.html

Copland, Libby. “Feel the Music — Literally — With Some Help From New Synesthesia Research,”

Smithsonian, 5 January 2017, www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature / feel-the-music-with-
help-from-synesthesia»research—180961660/

Cusick, Danie.l. ”l_3&llttery Storage Poised to Expand Rapidly,” Scientific American, 1 January 2017,
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